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THE 

LIFE 

OF 

Dr. EdtP.Stillingfieety 

LATE 

Lord Bifliop of Wmefier^ &c 

TO ^yt t trne and lively De- 
fcription of this great and de- 
fervedly celebrated Bifliop , 
might indeed require Abilities 
like his own, the fame Talents of 
Wifdom, Eloquence, Quicknefs of 
Apprehenfion, Depth of Judgment, 
and a near InGght into thefe ^veral 
forts of Learning he was fo intimately 
acquainted with, and which appeared 
foconfpicufiusin all his Writings j but 
yet I hope the Reader will not think 
it Prefumption in one of a very difife- 
A 3 rent 
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The Life of Pr. Stillingflcct, 

rent Cbarafter, to attempt doing him 
fome Right in this refpeft, rather thatj 
fuffer the Memory of fo every way ac- 
complilh'd a Prelate, and fo Angularly 
learned an Author to grow into decay, 
and by degrees lie buried in Obfcurity, 
except among fuch as (hall have the 
advantage of peruflng his incompara* 
ble Writings. 

It were much to be wifti'd this Pro- 
vince had been undertaken by fome 
abler Hand, and one who hadtheHap- 
pinefs of a more familiar acquaintance 
with him, and who could thereby 
have been able to relate many things 
to his deferved Honour, which other- 
wife are never like to be retrieved. 

But it is Teldom Mens lot to have 
their due Encomium given them when 
gone, howfoever admired and celebra- 
ted whilft alive. The Judicious and 
Pious Mr. Hooker^ Author of the juftly 
admired Books of Ecclejlaftical Polity^ 
bad been Idid in his Grave confide- 
rably longer than he lived, before a- 
ny Attempt was made towards writing 
his Life, though afterwards he had 
Right done him, by that Ingenuous 
and Faithful Biographer^ Mr. Jfaac Wal- 
tQu 5 pot to mention the B^elation of 

ano- 
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late Lord^ip?op of Worccftcr. 

another, a mach greater, but lefs ac- 
curate Writer 5 who taking Things up- 
on truft, without a due Examination, 
therebyfufFered himfelf to be led into 
divers notorious Miftakes concerning 
him. How many too have wc known 
in our own Days, of high Station, and 
Angularly renowtfd for their great A- 
bilities, and the remarkable Services 
they had done either to Church or 
State, who have yet had no other Me^^ 
morial preferved of them, than per- 
haps a (bort Infcription upon their 
Monuments? 

Thofe therefore are not to be bla- 
med, who (whilft others who are bet- 
ter qualified to praife Great Men, are 
wholly filent) cannot contain from 
lamenting their lofs, and attempting 
to recommend their noble Examples 
to the Admiration and Imitation of fu- 
ture Generations : Such efpecially as 
this great Prelate, whofe Accurate, Ju- 
dicious and Nervous Writings, full of 
all forts of Learning, *(hew him to 
have had a jiift Title to iJv/s Chara- 
der of Cato ( L, 59. C. 40.) Natum ad 
id umm diceres quodcunqHe ageret j 
whofe Performances were fo compleat- 
ly admirable in their kind, as if he 
A 4 ha4 
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8- The Life of Vr. Stillingflect, 

bad apply'd bimfelf but to tbat one 
fort of Study 5 and yet the Compafs 
of them was of fuch extent, and tbe 
Subjeds treated of fo various, tbat bad 
he not been a Perfon of incomparable 
Parts as well as Diligence, k is not con- 
ceivable how he (hould ever have at- 
tained to a much lefs meafure oi Un- 
derftanding in them all. 

He was defcended from the Family 
of the Stilliftgfleets of StiUingfleet, a- 
bout four Miles from York^ where his 
Oreat Grandfather John Stillittgfieet^ 
Efq^ Brother to Cuthbert Still'wgjleet 
Abbot oiTorh, had a fair Eftate^ and 
he was tbe Seventh Son oi Samuel Stil- 
litfgfleett Gent, and Snfanna his Wife, 
(he Daughter of Edward Nerris of 
Petwarth in Sufex^ Gent, who was his 
Godfather as well as Grandfather, and 
from whom he received the Name 
Bdtpord. He was born April the 1 7th. 
1 53 5 , at Cranbouru in DorfetjbireyZ place 
^^ of (bme note formerly foraMonaftery 
^ founded therfe by a Nobleman na- 
med Aeilwardy in the Year 930, and , 
which has had the Honour done it 
fince, to have the Earls of Salishtrf 
to this Day bear th? Title of Vifcount 
Croftbottrti ^ where be fides the Educa^ 
; tion 
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tion and Inftrudlions he had from his 
Parents in his tender Years, as foon 
as his Age capacitated him for it,: he 
was committed to the Care ofMv.Tifth 
mas Garden^ Schoolmafter there^ a 
Man of Eminence and Charafterin his 
Profeflion. 

Under whom he made fo confidera* 
ble a Progrefs, that here he continued 
till the time drew on, that it would be 
proper to fettle him in the UnivftrOty^ 
In order whereunto he was removed 
for a while to RmgiPaod in Hampftnre^ 
and put under the care of Mr. Bdnlch^ 
with the view of an Exhibition, anci« 
ently given for fuch Scholars as fliould 
be eleded thence to either of the U- 
niverffties, by William Lynne^ Efq. 
Founder of that School. 

Hence he was eleded at Midjkm- 
mer, 1648, and Michaelmas next fol- 
lowing he was admitted into St fcbns 
CoUedge in Cambridge^ under the Tui- 
tion of Mr. Pickeringy one of the Fet- 
lows, and about fix Weeks after, on 
November the 8tb. was admitted, a 
Scholar of the Houfe upon the Rights 
Honourable the Earl of SalkbHrfs 
NominatioUt 
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In which lower ftation he acq 
ted. liimfclf with fuch Applaufe, \ 
was taken fo much notice of for his 
gular.Ingenuity and conftant Imprc 
mentof it by a diligent Applicat 
to his Studies, that no fooner had 
commenced Batchelour of Arts, 
the very next EledHon he was chc 
a Feilow of the College, andadmi 
as fuch Af^/rAthe^ift. 1655. th^ 
he might not want any advanti 
in order to the better progrefs 
fuccefa-iir his Studies, which an A 
demick Life affords, nor the Col 
or Univerfity want fo highly valu 
a Member, as they well forefaw he i 
needs prove. 

Whilft. he was Batchelour, he 
appointed Tripos^ and was much 
pladded for his witty and inoffer 
Speech on that occafion, but this 
not take him off from bis fevere 
more nfeful Studies : For here he [ 
them hard, « and made great ufe 
good Library belonging to that 
lege 5 and as foon as he was ftan 
he took his Degree of Matter of 
but before that he withdrew a ^ 
from the Univerfity to live at R 
hall in Warwkhjhm with Sir Rogef 
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late Lord Bifhop of Wotcc^cr. ig 

goin^ Bar. a Perfon of great Piety, Pru- 
dence and Learning, to whom he had 
been recommended by Dt.PafHaff^ one 
of the Fellows of that College, and 
afterwards Mafter of the Faculties at 
Lambeth^ under his Grace Dn William 
Sancroft^ Lord ArchbiChop of Canter-^ 
bury^ and how well he approved him- 
felf here, appeared, not only from Sir 
Rogers kindnefs to him whilft in his 
Family, and his unwillingnefs to part 
with him, but always by his unufual 
Refpeft to him, when he made him 
Vifits, and afterwards efpecially by 
i his prefenting him to a conGderable 
Living. 

At his departure thence, whether 
he retired again for a while to the Col- 
lege, or went immediately from Wrox- 
I hall to Notingham^ I am not certain, 
. but undoubtedly he removed thither 
1 foon after. For the Honourable Francis 
^ Pierrepoifft, Efq^ Brother to the laft 
I and great Uncle to the^prefent Mar- 
* quefs of Darcbefier^ wanting a Tutor 
? for his eldeft Son Mr. Robert Pierre- 
1*1 pointy ( fince divers times Burgefs in 
Parliament for the Town of Notting^ 
bam) and being willing to make an al- 
lowance that might invite a Perfon 
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of Worth and Learning to undertake 
the Employment, Mr^ Stillingfleet was 
foon pitch'd upon, and prevailed with 
to accept it. 

And here befides his Attendance in 
his proper Province, the Inftruftion 
of the young Gentleman, he found 
time to fet about the writing his Ireni- 
a$m .• Which beafiertpards profejjes him- 
felf $0 have pnblijhed^ hoping by it to 
bring aver thofe to aXP^pHance with the 
Chnrch of England ( then like to be 
re-eft ablifhed ) who jhopd off upon the 
fuppojhion that Chrift had appointed a 
Presbyterian Qovernment to be always 
continued in his Churchy and therefore 
thought Prelacy was to be detefted as an 
unlawful Dfurpation 5 adding moreover ^ 
that it did not want fuccejs that way 
both here and in a Neighbour King^ 
dom. 

Epifi. Ded. before the Ordination 
Sermon at St. Perers Cornhil^ March 
15. i68j. and p. 148, of fever al Confe- 
rences between a Popifh Prieji^ a Fanatick 
Chaplain^ &c. Where in the Perfon 
of P. D. he fpeaks freely of it, and 
fays, / believe there are many thingt 
in it^ which if Dr. Stillingfleet were to 
write noWy he Twould not have faid : For 

there 
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tbere arefime which jhew his Touth and 
want of due Confideration ; others which 
he yielded too far^ in hopes of gaining 
the Dijfenting Parties 4o the Church tf 
England^ hut upon the whole matter^ 
I am fully fatisfied the Book was writ- 
ten with a defign to ferve the Church 
of England. Nay, in the aforefaid 
Preface he fays this farther of it, 
I dare challenge any Man to produce 
one Paffage in the whole Book that 
tendeth to enco$irage FaBion or Schifm^ 
or Oppofition to the Church of England, 
but on the contrary^ I endeavoured to 
recommend the Epifcopal Government^ 
MS having the advantage of aU others^ 
dnd coming neareji to Apofiolical Pra- 
Sice. But befides this, it muft be ac- 
knowledged by ally that it contains a 
Mafs of Learning abundantly beyond 
what could have been exped:ed at his 
Years, and which few, ii any of his 
Contemporaries, could pretend to e- 
qualj fo early did he (hew himfelf to 
the Admiration of thofe who herein 
beheld the EfFeds both of his Natural 
Abilities, and his Indefatigable Indu* 
ftry. 

This very learned, howfoever mif- 
nnderftood XtesLtKe^ he begjui, as \ ^ 
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faid, during his ftay at Nottingham i^ 
but fcarce was he allow'd to finilh it 
there, for not above two Years had 
he been in that (lation, but he was 
called back by his worthy Patron, 
Sir Roger Burgoin^ who in the Year 
1657 , upon the Deceafe of the 
Reverend and Learned Mr. Linford 
RedJor of Sutton^ made him a ten- 
der of that Reftory, which he thank- 
fully accepted. And one of the Seats 
of Sir Rogers Family being here, might 
make him the more follicitous to place 
a Serious, Ingenious, Pious and Pru- 
dent Perfon there, who might be both 
a good Neighbour, and Suitable Com- 
panion for himfelf, as well as a 
Watchful and Skilful Guide of Souls: 
and of whom could he more fitly 
make choice upon fuch an occafion, 
than of Mr, Stillingfleet^ whom he 
had . fo throughly known, and of 
whofe Charafter and Abilities he was 
fo fully fatisfied, by his own Conver- 
fation with, and Experience of him at 
Wroxhall^^ nor would Mr. Pierrepoint 
I refufe to part with him upon fo advan- 
tageous an Invitation. 
:^ Here therefore he firft took upon 

^* \ bim the Charge of a ParUh^ and which 
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ought not to be forgotten, he did not 
climb up by the way of thofc Days 
of Confufion and Diforder, but en- 
tered in at the right Door by means 
of an Epifcopal Ordination: For he 
bad well confider'd who they were that 
our Saviour had commifSoned to or- 
dain Labourers for his Vineyard, as he 
profefles of himfelf (Prefi to hk Or- 
dination-Sermon ^*5>. Peter's) he even 
then received Epifcopal Orders, and 
followed the Direftions of an excel- 
lent Bilhop of our Church, the truly 
Pious and Reverend Dr. Bramtrigg^ 
the ejefted Bi(bop of Exon. For by 
him it was that Mn StilUngfieet was fe- 
parated to the Work of the Miniftry, 
to which he thenceforward applied 
himfelf. Thus he entered upon his 
Charge ztSuttm^ and here he publUh'd 
the Irenicnm before-mentioned in the 
Year 1659, and when lie was not a- 
bove 24 Years of Age, which he alfd 
reprinted in 1662, together with an 
Appendix concerning the Power of 
Excommunication in a Chriftian 
Church, wherein he very fuccinftly 
but clearly (hews, that the Church is 
a diftind Sodety from the State, and 
has divers Rights and Priviled^ o^ 
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its own, which are derived only from 
Chrift its Head, and particularly that 
it has a Power of Cenfuring Offen- 
ders, refulting from its Conftitution, 
as a Chriftian Society, and that thefe 
Bights of the Church do not efcheat 
to the Commonwealth, upon their 
being united in a Chriftian State. 

In this fame Year 1 662, he publiflied 
alfo hisOrigwesSacr£f a Work of great 
Extent and variety of admirable 
Learning, and written with fuch Per- 
Ipicuicy of ExpreiGon, fuch Solidity 
of Judgment and Strength of Argu- 
ment, that it would have been de- 
, fervedly efteemed a moft compleat 
Performance for one of more than 
twice his Age : And fo you'll fee 'twas 
thought by a mofl: excellent Judge $ for 
when he appeared at a Vifitation be- 
fore his Diocefan, Bilbop SMtderfon, 
the Bi(bop foeing fo young a Man, 
could hardly believe it was Mr. Stil- 
lingffleet^ whom as yet he only knew 
by bis Books ) add afterwards, when 
he had embraced him^ (aid. He much 
rather expeSed to have fien one as confix 
derahle for hk Jge, as he had. alreadj 
fifemt himfelffor hk Learmittg: It ha- 
ving always been jaftly dteemed one 
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[ of the beft Defences of Revealed Rett* 

i gion that ever was extant in our own 

; or any other Language ^ and which 

I would but our Modern Deifts hear-* 

; tily and impartially apply themfelves 

jto (ludy, it might be hoped, that by 

God's Blefling, they would find it an 

effedual Antidote for their Scepticifm 

and Infidelity. This (hewed the early 

Ripenefs of his Underfl:anding, and 

jtbat he had attained to the Knowledge 

i of the Aged, when himfelf was yet but 

I very young, not having finifhed, pet- 

j haps not begun his 28th Year. An ex- 

icellent Work in its kind ! but which 

: would have been ftill much improved^ 

: had God granted him a longer life: A 

large Specimen whereof is to be feen 

in the late Folio Edition of it printed 

at Cambridge fince his deceafe , which 

was to have made part of the Firft 

I Volume i for he defigned to have 

j publifhed it in feveral Parts in Odavo, 

I and had fo well confider'd it, as to - 

I have gone on writing and printing as 

I faft as ever Health and Bufinefs would .. 

i have permitted him. For tho* the < 

Sub)e<3: takes in fuch a Mafs and Com* 

pafs of Learning, yet had he fo pre- 

^pud and Aigpfed it in his Thoughts, 

fi that 
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that he could foon have writ thci^ 
down fit for the Publick. 

This admirable Treatife made hi t^ 
fo known to the Worlds and got hiai 
fach efteem ainoogft the Learned, and 
particularly with the Right Reverend 
Father in God, Humphrey^ t\itn Lord 
Bi(hop of £m^^, that a Reply com- 
ing forth againft Archbi(hop.jLii»(:^'s 
incomparable Anfwer to Filher the 
Jefuitc, Mr. Stillwgfleet was foori 
pitched upon as a proper Second foi 
fo ftrenuous an Advocate of our Re- 
ligion. The Author of this Repl) 
wrote himfelf T. C. and the Title oi 
it was Ldhjfrintbuf CAntnmenfis^ or, 
Dr. LaudV Labyrinth ^ and it was faid 
to be printed at Park 1658, but it 
appeared not abroad till 1665, and 
the next Year came forth fuch an 
Anfwer to it, evidently manifefting 
what are the true Grounds of Faith, 
and wherei and on which fide the 
Schifm betwixt us and the Church of 
Rome lies, and what Corruptions have 
, been introduced by, and are con-- 
• ftantly maintained amongft thofe of 

that Cdmmunion, aseffedually filenced 
the Adverfary; and did not a little 
advance.- the Reputatioiii -of>. the. An^ 

., ' fwerer, 
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who though well known, and high* 
ly valued before, could not fail of 
being received with yet a greater re- 
fpeft after fo rational a Vindication 
of our truly Primitive Church and 
Religion. This he wrote whilft at 
SnUon^ and made fuch a difpatch, that 
befides condant Attendance on the 
Duties of the Place, he fent op of 
that Elaborate Work 6 or 7 Sheets a^ 
Week to the Prefs. 

The Fame of thefe excellent Per- 
formances, were the occafion that 
whilfl: ha continued at his Living he 
was chofen Preacher at th^ Rolls Chap* 
pelj by the Honourable Sir H4rAi?«/«' 
Qrimfim^ Mafter of the RoUs^ which 
obliged him to he in London in Term- 
time, and was a fair Introdudion to 
bis Settlement in that Noble City^ 
which followed within a ihort time 
aftf r thiSi ' 

, For Dr. Lambe the Rector of St. An- 
drews HolboHrn dying, his kind Friend 
the Lord BiOiop of London^ and his 
own celebrated Works together, fo 
recomroended him to the Lord Trea- 
furer, the Earl of Southampton^ to 
whom the Right of Prefentation thea 
belonged (and/rom whonv by the 
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Marriage of his Daughter the Coun- 
tefs of Northumkrland^ it is fince de* 
rived to the prefent Patron his Grace 
thfe Duke of Momtague) that his Lord- 
(hip eafily pitch'd on him as a Perfon 
fit for the Cure of fo extenfive and 
populous a Pari(h 5 and afterwards he 
was highly fatisfied with his Choice, 
and foon entertained a great value for 
ifiim 1^ who had much too foon an oc- 
cafion to (hew his high Efteem of his 
great Patron in a Sermon at his Fu- 
neral, wherein he gave him that juft 
Charader, which fo wife and able, fo 
faithful and confcientious a Statefman 
juftly deferved. 

To this he was prefented "January^ 
166]^ inftitufed the E^er following 5 
and here he fpent his Time and Pains 
till 1689, when he was remttved to 
a higher Station. Here, I fay, he 
fpent his Time and his Pains, fo far 
as was requjfite for the difcharge of 
his Parochial Cure , but not fo as to 
be entirely confin'd to this alone. For 
befJdes that, he for fome time con- 
tinued his t abours at the RoSs^ as 
he had done formerly ; And after- 
wards he was chofen Lefturer at the 
Temple^ where for feveral Years he 

preach'd 
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preach"d in the Afternoon before thofe 
Learned and Venerable Societies. His 
excellent Difcourfes in thofe places, 
and often at Serjeant j-In/t-Chappel, 
brought him into great Acquaintance 
and general Efteem with the Judges 
and Gentlemen of Station and Emi- 
nence in the ProfefSon of the Law 5 
particularly Sir Matthew Hale^ when 
he was Lord Chief Baron, feqt to him, 
and entered into an early acquaintance 
with him, and continued it till his 
retirement from Publick Affairs. My 
Lord Chief Juftice F^ughan too, de- 
(ired his Friendftiip, and had a great 
value for his Converfation ^ whofe 
Funeral-Sermon he was pitch'd on to 
preach, and therein gave him a very 
great and Juft Charader. It might be 
inftanced in more, but it*s enough in 
two fuch undeniably Eminent Men, 
and of fuch great Bufinefs as then lay 
upon them, that they (hquld fo much 
efteem, and fo often enjoy his Com- 
pany. To their and his Honour too, 
it may now be fpoken. He was ap- 
pointed likewife a Chaplain in ordina- 
ry to his Majefty King Charles IL and 
fo had an opportunity of Preaching 
many very Learned and Inftruftivc 
B 3 Ser- 
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Sermons at Court, during his Annual 
Attendance there. He was conftituted 
likcwife a Canon-Refidentiary of the 
Cathedral Church of St. Ptf»rs, as af- 
terwards of the Metropolitical Church 
of Canterbury. 

The Recommendation for the Re- 
fidentiari(hip to the Dean and Chapter 
of St. VayV% is fo much in his Praife^ 
that I (hall mention fome part of it, 
which runs thus : Cha. R. Trnjiy and 
Wellbeloved^ We greet jou well. Our 
well-deferving and well beloved SubjeH 
and Chaplain J Edward Stillingfleet Dr. 
in Divinity^ bath by his Learned Wri^ 
tings done fucb eminent Service for the 
Church /)f England in particular^ and 
the Defence of the Chrijiian Truth in 
general^ that We think our felves bound 
to give him all fitting Encoufagement^ 
and therefore We are gracioujly pleafed 
to recommend him unto you in very ejpe-- 
cial manner^ , and farther to, will and 
require that ymt eleSl and admit him 
the faid, &c. Given at our Court at 
WhitehalUi&e 9M 0/ June, 1670. 

And afterwards his Fame con* 
tinually ericreafing, as he had oppor- 
tunity more and more tofbew him- 
felf, upon the Removal of the truly 
m^ Re- 

/ • 
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Reverend, Learned and Pious Dr. Wit- 
Ham Sancrofi^ the worthy Dean of that 
Church, to the Archiepifcopal and 
Metropolitan Sec of Ci/r/^fo^rjf, he was 
promoted to his Deanry, and notion^ 
after, upon the Death of Dr. Porj^^ 
was nominated by his Right Reve- 
rend and Honourable Diocefan, the 
prefent Lord Bifhop of London^ to 
the Archdeaconry of Londoft. In all 
which Stations with what Applaufe he 
acquitted himfelf, and how much to 
the Advantage of thofe under his Care, 
is too well known to fuch as ever 
lived in Town to need any farther 
Account of it. 

Whilft he was Re^or of Sutton^ 
he married Andrea^ the eldeft Daugh- 
ter of William Dohyns of Wormingtam 
in GloHcefier^ Efqj and Sifter to the 
late William Dohym^ Efq^ a Bencher 
of Lincolns'Inn^ who was always in 
the Bifhop's kindnefs and friendfhip • 
and he on all occafions (hew'd a great 
Love and Service for the Bilhop and 
his Family, and who (I muft add) for 
bis Learning in the Law, and his 
Judgment in Pleading, did for many 
Years make a confiderable Figure at 
the Kingt-Bencb and Chancerj-Barn 
B 4 She 
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She lived not long with him ^ and by 
her be had only two Daughters, 
which both died in their Infancy, and 
* one Son, Dr. Edwdrd StilHn^eet the 
late Incumbent of Wood-Norton in 
Norfolk. 

Not many Years after her Death, 
he married' a fecond Wife, Eli%abeth^ 
Daughter of Sir Nicholas Medley of 
H»»^//yg/w, Serjeant at Law; ofwhofe 
Worth every one that knew her can 
fay a great deal, and all I can men^ 
tion in this place would be too lit- 
tle. She liv'd with him till near his 
latter end, and by her he had Seven 
Children, of which he left only two 
furviving him; the Reverend Mr. 
James Stillwgfleet^ Prebendary of fT^- 
cejier and Re&or of Hartlebury in the 
fame County and Diocefs; and a moft 
virtuoufly difpofed and excellently 
accomplifh'd Daughter, Anne the late 
Wife of Humphrey Tyfhe of Gra/s^ 
Jnn, Efqv 

In the Year 1663, he went out Bat- 
chelour of Divinity, and in 1668, he 
commenced Dodor; 2LndL2A Cambridge^ 
the place of bis younger Studies, he 
was now perfwaded to keep the Pub- 
lick Ad i which he did with univerfal 

Ap- 
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Applaufe, for bis flaency in the Latia 
Tongue, his quickaefs of Reply, and 
his powerful Vindication of the PoG- 
tions he undertook to maintain, and ^ 
they were thefej 

Ratio 7di Br£cepti in Dec^logo ^ 
Immutabilis. 

Exijlentia t5 fJ^yn ab atcrno confidt 

ex initio 
Evan^elii Secundum S. Jobannem. 

In the defence of which he fully an« 
fwered the defire of thofe who had the 
largeft Expeftations of him^ though 
firenuoufly oppofed amongft: others of 
the Heads ot the Univerfity, more 
cfpecially by that Eminently Learned 
and Acu^ Difputant, the Regius Pro- 
feflbr 0r. Gunning^ then Matter of 
St, Jobns College^ and afterwards fuc- 
ceffively Lord Bifbop of Cbicbefter and 
£//5 than whom none was better ac* 
quainted with the Ancient Fathers and 
Writers of the Church, and all forts 
of Ecclefiaftical Learning : And per- 
haps never did the Profeflbr more vi* 
goroufly exert bis utmoft Force, in 
(be Trial of any Commencer, tban 10 
i ^ ' ' f ' this 
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this Cafe 5 whereby he only gave the 
Dodor the better opportunity of (hew- 
ing his great Abilities^ and fetting 
his Performance oflF to the better ad- 
vantage. 

After this he in a little time gave 
a frelh Teftknony of his . Ufefulnefs 
to the Publick. He did not confine his 
Labours to the Bounds of his fingle 
PariQi, though a very large one, and 
which did take up a great deal of his j 
Time, nor tbofe other Stations he was ■ 
in, but was defirous the reft of the ' 
Nation (hould partake of the excellent 
Fruits of his Studies 5 and therefore .1 
the following Year ^ 1669, he publi- ■ 
(hed fome of his Sermons, fuch as he ' 
thought moft ufeful at that time : | 
And becaufe one- of them, concerning 
the Reafon of Chrifts Suffering for us 
(the laft he then publifhed) had met, 
as he profefles, with fome oppofition ; 
from a bufie Promoter of the contra- 
ry Doftrine :• And becaufe unworthy 
lCefle£i:ions had been made upon fome 
of the Rulers of the: Church, as 
though they had countenanced and 
encouraged the Socinian -DoSrine^ he 
therefore fet bimfelf to vindicate the 
Honour ofxhe.Churohi and the Truth 
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of the Chriftian Doftrine in this im- 
portant Controverfie 5 which he did 
eflFedually in a Difcourfe concerning 
tie true Reafon of the Sufferings ofCAriji^ 
in Confutation oi CrelUus' sfzmou$ An- 
fwer to Grotius : Wherein he juftly 
expofcs the Socinian Method of inr 
terpreting Scripture, . and particularly 
i by a witty Parallel betwixt the firft 
Chapter of Genets, and the firft of St. 
. Johns Oofpel. Whence it evidently 
f appears, that the Creation mentioned 
[ by Mofes may with every whit as much 
f Reafon, be conftrued to relate, not to 
i the Produftion of the World, and all 
' things therein, (as it certainly doth) 
but only to the firft beginning of the 
Mofaical^ Jewijh Difpenfation, as the 
\ Socinians can pretend for applying the 
Beginning fpoken of by St. ^ohn^ to 
. the Beginning of the Evangelical In* 
1 ftitution. Here alfo he ferioufly con- 
, iidcrs the Nature and End of 6ur Sa- 
' viour's Sufferings, and removes the 
Socinian Objeflrions againft their Merit, 
^ ' ancj the Reafon ^t have to expeft Sal- 
^ vation by them. He knew very well 
what intolerable Mifchief thefe vairt 
Pretenders to Reafon might do to Re- 
; ^igion amongft the Carelefs and Injur 
" . dicioqs 
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dicious, unlefs Tome Antidote v 
given againft their Unevangelical 
Deftruftive Doflrines^ and hence 
feafonably interpQfed, to deteft 
Weaknefs of their Arguments, 
convince the World they are not f 
Mafters of Reafon as they pretend 
There has been printed fince 
Death a Second Part to this Booi 
SathfaSioff^ occafioned by an Api 
from the Diflenting Minifters to t 
touching fome Differences am 
themfelves about that Point. Ii 
you have feveral of their Letters 
his Anfwers, and then a fuller Ex2 
nation of the Grounds of the Con 
verfie (but not quite fipiC^ed) wfa 
in he judicioufly ftates and expl 
the Points between them, and as 1 
nuoufly vindicates that neceffary 
drine of Satisfaftion from the Ant; 
mian Notion and Confequences o 
as be had before done from the S 
nian. 

And now a new occafion calls 
bis Affiftance in another kind, 
Adverfaries of the Cracov'ian (train 
ing thus baffled, a fre(h Contefl: a] 
from a different Quarter, whicf 
finds it necefiary to engage in. 
'•' ■ c 
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might jaftly have expcfted a full and 
fatisfaftory Anfwer from thofe of the 
Church of Rome^ to his forementi- 
oned excellent Defehce of our Church 
and Religion, before they • had fenC 
him a Challenge of another fort. But 

. this was too difficult a Task for 
them, and therefore after two fupcr* 
ficial Onfcts, in the way ( to ufe his 
own Language, Fref. to his Difictir/e of 
the Idolatry of the Church ofKovot) 
that Rats anfwer Boohs by gnawing fome 

, cf the Leaves^ whilji it yet retained its 
fuU Strength^ the Body and main Dejfgn 
rf it remaining roholly untouched by 
tbem^y for to lay the former Contro- 
verfie aOeep, he was to be affaalted 
in another manner. To this purpofe 
two Queftions are brought him by a 
Lady already haftning towards Rome^ 
to which he returned a fpeedy An- 
fwcr, though in the midft of many 
other Employments* And to this he 
not long after received a Reply, fuch 
as he did not think worth talung n<y^ 
tife of, and therefore laid it by as too 
inconfiderable to divert him from his 
other more neceffary Affairs, till at 
length his Ad verfaries. began to tri- 
umph, as though the Viilory were al- 
ready 
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ready gained, and he had nothing to 
fay againft it. This Ufage prevailed 
with him to allow tbefc^ Papers a far? 
thcr Confideration, 'and fo produced 
the well-known Difcourfe of the Ida- 
Utry^ Phanaticifm and Divifions tj 
the Church of Korxx^ and the hindran^ 
€ts of a good Lifey and true Devotion 
ihdt are amongji them. A heavy Chargp 
indeed ! and which if true, were an 
abondant Caution to all that ever 
heard^it, to be upon their Guard a- 
gainft the Attempts of fuch, as feek 
by aby fly Infinuations to win them 
over to fo corrupt, a Churcb ; and the 
truth hereof he not only mad^e out 
in this Treatife, but afterwards fup* 
porlied his Proof of it, in feveral o* 
thed, againft N. 0. J.W. E.W. O.N. 
and rhe Author of the Guide in Con- 
irdverpes. Mr. Creffy^ another of his 
Opponents, he chofe to take little no- 
tice of, becaufe of his ill Language, 
and want of Argument, fave that he 
gives a Taft of his Performance in a 
fhort Refleftion upon what Account 
he found given of himfelf by^htta, 
and very pertinently expofes him as 
one of the- unfitteft Men in the whole 
\ ^ World for writing EccteGaftical Hifto- 
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; ry 5 fince it was not to be expefted 
I that he (hoQld give a faithful Relati- 
^ on of Things paft many Years fince^ 
. who writes fo at random about Mat- 
: ters of our own Times. Biit yet when 
i a Perfon of great Honour and Abili- 

ties^JMy Lord Chancellor CUrendom^ 
\ had vouchfafed to plead his Caufe for 

him; and to undertake bis Vindication * 

from the impetuous . Aflaults of fuch 

an enraged E^iemy, and Mr. CreffyhiA 

hereupon written his Epifile Apologetic 

cdl^ the Doifior then held himfelf 

obliged in return for (b (ignal a Kind- 

oefs^ to fave that Honourable Perfon 

tbefanher trouble of making Animad- 

verfions on this Reply* This was the 

occadon of a particular Confideration 

of what the Apologift had offered, in 

a Book entituled. An Anfiptr to Mr. 

CrcfTy V Epifile Apologetical to a Perfon 

of Honour y touching hk Vindication of 

Dr. Stillingfleet. In which he juftly 

expofes the My (lical Divinity as both 

unintenigible and iliuHve, and obferves 

the great Affinity there is betwixt the 

Popifh and the Quakers Pretences to 

an immediate Infpiration, and that 

fuch kind of Extafies and Revelations 

as the Myftical Divinity pretends to^ . ^ 
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bave been condemned by the Chri- 
ftun Church in former Ages, and fo 
is no part of the Chriftian Do*, 
drine. 
', Bnt his chief Strength yras referved 

for Dr. Qoddetty who had undertaken 
to dear his Communion from the hea* 
▼y Charge of Idolatry. In the gene- : 
ral Preface before his Aitfiper to feve^ 
ral Treatifis, &c he takes care to re- , 
move one Objedion urged by the 
Dr. againft himfelf, and his manner of ] 
proofing in this Debate, which was, 
*6at Be diffented from the CBttrcb tf En- 
gland in Mcufing the Church of Kowc 
ofldolatrjr* Which Pretence he here 
refutes from the Dodrine of the Ho- 
milies, from K. Edward the Vlth's Li- 
turgy and Injundions^ from Archbi- 
(hop Cranmers Articles of Vifitatioff 
the Injundions of Queen EUzabeti 
and a Foriat tf Thaukfgiving in tb 
37th Year of her Reign, as well as froi 
Atchbi(boplf%iy?, Archbilhop B-m 
crofty Biuop Montage and other 
Of this Dr. he profefles he had Jhev 
more Art and Cunning than all the ■ 
put together^ and had faid as mud 
defince of their Caufe^ as Wit Midi, 
tilt J could invent. (Epift. Ded.) And 
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knfwer to him was refefved for the 
aft place, and was fo corapleat and 
jerfed:, as to put an End to their Dif- 
)ute for that time. It confifts of two 
^arts : In the former of which he ap- 
My'd himfelf to give a particular Ac- 
x)unt of the Nature of Idolatry, and 
:he feveral Species of it, that were M 
be obferved in the feveral P:uts of 
the Worlds whereby to deteO: T. Gs 
falfe Notion of it, and to give a true 
one inftead thereof. Irt the othef 
Part, he gives fo clear ah Accoutit of 
the Wor(hip ufed in the ifii«r/r^'Churcfa^ 
as evidently difcovers it to ber' poflf 
Idolatrous in divers refpeds.' A- Work^ 
of dih'gent Readirlg as well as pro-- 
found Judgment^ and fprightlinefs of 
iThought^ and in a word, truiy wor^ 
thy of fo gr^at and famous an Au- 
thor, and which gives tlie Adverfaries 
fach a deadly Stroke as was not to be 
recovered. Nbthing is mdre plain td 
ihofe who are well acquainted with 
the Religion of the Romamfti^ than 
that they are. guilty of very beinou ff 
Idolati'y, in their worflhip off the Hoft, 
of Saints, Reliques and Images, niofc 
tfpecially of the Crofs. And this is 
fo manifeftly made out in this Tfda- 
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tifc, that there is now no longer a- 
njr room left to doubt of it. 

And now it might have been 
thought rcafonable for him to retire 
to his other Studies, having obtained 
fo compleata Conquefk over the reft of 
his Opponents, and this laft the princi- 
pal of them. But his Adverfaries for- 
wardnefs, and his own ^great Zeal 
for the Caufe he had - undertaken , 
would not fufFer him to reft here. 
For another Book of T. G*s. by way 
of Dialogue, taking divers Exceptions 
at the fbrefaid Anfwer, put him upoii 
a new Vindication, by way of Dia- 
]<^ue likewife, confifting of /ewr^/ Ctm^ 
firtnces beitpeen a RomtJhPrieft^ a Fit 
iidtkk Cbaflain^ and a Divine ofth 
Church of England, concerning feverd 
Points both of DdSfrine An4 ProQia 
chieflj relating to the Sin of Idolatr 
and more efpecially thefe four. 
Idolatry of the Church <;/Rome, and 
Confetfuences of the Charge of Idola 
the Nature of Idolatry^ and a Par^ 
between the Heathen and Romifb 
latrj. In this Difcourfe he fully 
fwefd the ^roundlefs Cavils of 
Godden^ both againft our Church 
bimfelf, and fet the whole Contrc 
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de in difpute in fo clear a light, as to 
take away the Force of that Doftor's 
Pretences, and at the fame time to ma- 
nifefrtheWeaknefi of another Party, 
who againft all Senfe and Reafon, are 
continually clamouring againfV, and 
defaming the Church of England^ as 
Popifli and grody Superftitious, if not 
as hainoufly Idolatrous : Though eve* 
ry one that does not wilfully (hut his 
own Eyes, muft needs fee, that none 
are more rationally averfe from, or 
more happily have deteQed the into* 
lerable Corruptions of the Romifh 
Church, and bom their Teftimony a- 
gainft them more heartily in all Dan«- 
gers, than the Prelates and others of 
the Charch of England have continu* 
ally done. 

1 (hould have noted before. That 
when the Learned Dr* THlotfon^ thert 
Preacher to the Honourable Society 
of Lincolns'Infiy and late Lord Arch* 
biflhop oi Canterbury^ publifhed hismoft 
lagebuous and delightful, and yet trii* 
ly rational and argumentative RnU 
^fFaitb^ wherein in an extraordinary 
manner, he has fhew'd a wonderful 
mixture of Wit and Judgment, a great 
ftrength of Argument, cloatbed in ai 
C a net^ 
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very diverting Drefs, in anfwer to 
Mr. Serjeanis Difcourfe entituled 5^re- 
Footing in . Cbrifiianity^ his good 
Friend, Mr. Stillittgfleet, thodght fit to 
annex a fuitable Appendix to it, by 
way of Reply to f. S*S 5d. Appendix 
loncernifsg fome > Animadverpons on hk 
Rational Account^ &c. ' Two Pages 
of which this great Pretfcndier to De- 
monftration had undertaken to exa- 
mine: But for this he was worthily 
chaftifed and dofely purfu'd from Ar- 
gument to Argument, and his new 
way of refolvingtheGround of Faith 
into Oral* Tradition, prot'd to a De- 
monfbationtobe modimrearonable, 
and that it runs Men upon incxtriqablQ 
Difficulties, and* at laft affords them 
a fair Pretence for Infidelity. »; 

Here alfo in a (hort PoftfcHpt ano- 
ther Treacife called Diapbanta, and 
fftidto be written by the. Author of 
jFiat Lnxy is examined and lb handled 
in a few Pages, as fully to (hew its 
Weaknefs and Impertinence^ and fa 
totally to. iilenceir, that I believe few 
People have fince fomuch as heard the 
Nameofit. 

— ; .' Here 
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' Here I mufl: not omit another very 
valuable Treatifc, or rather a Colle- * 
ftion of divers Treatifes, which though 
not 6f his own compofing, we are 
however obliged to him for publifhing, 
and for his Preface fet before them, 
which deferves to be written in Let- 
ters of Gold. They bear the Title of 
thejefuits Loyalty ntanifefted in three 
feveral Treatifef^ lately written by them 
againji the Oath of Allegiance : And 
from their own Arguments, and the 
Authority.of many other of their own 
celebrated Writers, he proves theGch* 
vernment can have na real Security^ 
from them, fo long as they refufe to 
renounce the Pope's Power of depo- 
fing Princes, and abfolving Subjefts 
irom their Allegiance. This is the life 
he jmakes of the three firft Treatifes as 
well as his Citations out of other Au^ 
tbors of the Romifh Communion. But '■ 
now befides thefe, he has fubjoyned 
three other Trafts of a different Na- 
ture, but yet allied to tbetii in this, that 
they tend to (hew* how unreafonable 
it is for this Order of Men to expeft 
the Favour of any Civil Government, 
and of our own in par'tiCular. The 
^ $rft is emitnled,' The ExecHtitm ofju- 
C 3 ^icc 
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fiice in England, not for Religion tut 
for Treitfhn ^ bearing Date December the 
1 7*A. 1 585^ and was pcntfd by the di- 
redion of that great and wife Statefmaa 
the Lord Treaforer Burleigh. The next 
is called Important Qonfideraiions^ and 
they are declared to be fuch as ought 
to move all true and found Catholicks 
who are not wholly Jefuited, to ac- 
knowledge without all Equivocations, 
Ambiguities or Shifting^, that the Pro- 
ceedings of her Majefty and the State 
with them, (ince the Beginning of her 
Highnefs*s Reign, have been both mild 
»nd merciful. The third is ftird The jFe- 
fiiits Reafons unreajbnable, printed 1 662, 
and the defign of its Re-publication 
was to let us fee how unfincere and 
undutiful the Behaviour of that Order 
has been to former Princes, and how 
little Truft can be given to their moft 
confident Profeflions of Loyalty i there 
being no appearance of any Amend- 
ment in tliem : Thus both by his own, 
^nd by publifliing others Writings, be 
has taken all juft Occafion to vindi- 
cate our Government as well as our; 
Religion from thofe avowed Enemies- 
to both, and to make jit vifible to all 
^ . indifferent Readers, th»t as no truft 
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is in any Cafe to be put in them of 
the Roman Communion by Princes 
that are not perfedly under their Pi- 
red) ion 5 fo neither have they juft 
caufe to complain of any Proceedings 
that have been ugainft them, either in 
this or any other Nation. 

He was long engaged, from Time 
to Time, iii this fort of Controverfie, 
and with divers Antagonifts, and with^ 
what admirable temper he received the 
moft outragious Infults of his Adver- 
faries , and with what clearnefs and 
ftrength of Reafon he maintained his 
Groundf againft them all, the Reader 
may pleafe to inform himfelf from a 
great Matter of Eloquence, an accurate 
Judge of Writings, no lefs than of 
Perfons , his forementioned Right 
Honourable Defender, the Lord Chan<^ 
cellour Clarendon 5 who in his Politi 
and Judicious Aninjadverfions on Mr. 
Crejf/s Book, entituled, Fanaticifm 
Fandtically imputed to the Catbolick 
Chwckhj Dr. Stillingflcet, p. 18. gives 
this Commendation of the Dodor arid 
his manner of Writing. Though I am 
no firanger to the Writings of Dr. Stil- 
Hngfieet, but have read^ Ithink^ oBthat 
he hath publijhed, at leajt all that 1 have 
C 4 feeu 
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fien of hk^ and as Idways admired 

the Strength and Vigmr of his Ratio^ 

jpination^ and the Clearnefs of his Style 

and Exprejfions ( a Faculty not natural 

to all verj Learned and Pious Men ) 

by which he renders the ntoji difficult 

Points^ and which are ufually by others 

wrapt up in oh/cure terms ^ plain and 

intelligible to Vulgar %)nder^andings t^ 

ffl I have been exceedingly delighted with 

the Softnefs^ Gentlenefs ^nd Civility of 

his Language^ (which can never flow 

from an Infolent or Proud Spirit ) in 

tphich he reprefents things which in them' 

felvps are lights and fuch as might he 

^egleSed^ in a pleafant^ not reproachful 

manner^ a Dialed^ his Adversaries are 

^ot acquainted with 5 and when he is 

compelled to anfwer Arguments^ or rather 

^allegations fuU of Bitter mfs and jRe- 

froachfil Words ^ which would tempt 4-. 

mther to take the Advantage they are 

liableto^ with fome Sharpnefs^ he pajfes 

^ytheProvQcaiion. a//dcolle3s what can 

pojjibly he found like Reafon^ out of what 

fT alledgdi 0n4 re fates it with zpry 

^/uci lejs Severity than the Matter would 

jujiijie^ and feem^ fometimes to require. 

^hii^, fpeaks the Nqble Author, and 

^c \ * hpw 



■^ 



i late Lord Bifhop 0/ Worceftcr. 41 

bow much more for the Honour of the 
Controvertift, how much more Chri- 
ftian, how much more to the Service 
of the Caufe to be maintained, when 
its Advocate thus ftridtly keeps himfelf 
to his proper Bufinefs, and obferves 
fuch due Decorum in the Management 
of it, than when unneceflary Heats 
and Animofities interpofe themfelves, 
and unhappily divert the Writers from 
their intended Defign, to vent their 
Paffion, as it is too frequently feen, 
in expofing and befpattering each 
other ? 

To fuch excellent Purpofe had this 
invincibly Champion of the Church 
of England been employed for divers 
Years together, in defending our 
Church and Religion, from their reft- 
lefs Enemies of the Roman Commu* 
nion, who though they rofe up plen- 
tifully againft him, as a common Ad- 
verfary, and whofe indefatigable Di- 
ligence, and intimate Acquaintance 
with their own Writers, and the Do- 
drines. Canons and Ufages of their 
Church, and the Arguments that have 
been urged in their behalf, as well 
as with the Ancient Chriftian Fathers^ 
9nd all forts of other Authors, bad 

de- 
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defervedly rendred him very formi 
dable to them, and made it neceffar] 
for them^ to exert their utmoft Force 
yet did they find his (ingle Pen to b< 
more than an eqaal Match for thei 
great Numbers. His Caufe being in 
finitely more defenfible than theirs 
and his Strength and SkiH in maintain- 
ing it having raifed him far above th( 
Level of the very bcft of thofe wh< 
appeared againft him, he could noi 
fail of getting the Advantage ovei 
them. Which he did by fuch Sub 
ftantial Proofs, and Demonftration o: 
the Unfoundnefs of their Quotations 
Precarioufnefs of their Affertions, anc 
other unfair Dealings in the Manage 
ment of all their Difputes, that hi 
might now very well leave thi 
fort of Drudgery, and betake him 
felf to his other more agreeable Stu 
dies. 

And fo he had begun to do, bi 
could not be long at reft, for behol 
a third fort of Adverfaries prefentl 
attack him with all their might. Fc 
being appointed by his Right Rev< 
fend and Honourable Diocefan t 
preach at Guild-hall Chafpel^ befoi 
the Lord Mayor^ the Aldermen, Judg< 

ao 
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tnd Serjeants the firft Day of Eafter 
Fermj 1680, hechofe toinfiftupon 
thofe words of St. Paul, PbU. 3. 16. 
Neverthelefi whereto vpe have already 
tttained^ let ui walk bj the fame Rtde^ 
let uf mind the fame Things. The Oc- 
cafion of this Oifcourfe himfelf tells 
DS, (Pref. ta^tbe Vnreapmablenefs of Se- 
paration^ p. xxxyii &c.) was this. The 
Difienters growing loud in their 
groundlefs Clamours againft the 
Church of England, as Popi(bly af- 
feded, and one of the Principal Lea« 
ders of them ( Mn Baxter) having 
publifhed two pernkious Books, the 
one called, A Plea for Peace, but whicb^ 
as he juftly obferves, far better de- 
ferv'd the Title of a Plea for Diforder 
and Separation:^ the otherj^-^Ac /rirp 
and only way of Concord of all Chri^ 
fiian Churches, but fraught with fuch 
impradicable Notions, and dividing 
Principles, as though bis whole Defiga . 
had been to prove, that there is no 
true way of Concord among Chrifti^ 
ans: When I lookd into thefi Books^ 
fays he, and faw the Defign of them^ I 
was mightily concerned, and infinitely 
/urprisd, that a Perfon of his Reputatiom 
fnr Fiety, of his Agjs and Experieufe in 

the 
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the Worlds andjuch a Lover of Peace^ 
as he had always profejfed hmfelf, and 
Ofte who ttUsthe World fo open of his Dj* 
ifig and the Day df Judgment^ JhouU 
think of leaving two Jkch firebrands b^ 
hind him^ which have btenfince followed 
by four or five more to the fame pnrpofe^ 
fo that he feePns refolved to leave hit 
Life and Sting together^ in the Woundh 
of this Churchy when even thofe who pre*' 
tend t6 plead far Peace ^ and to bring 
Water to quench her Flames do but add 
more Fuel to them. This gave the firjt 
occ^fion to thefe Thoughts^ which I aftet^ 
wards delivered in my Sermon ^ prfinci 
by the means of fnch Books^ the Zeal of 
fo many People was turned off from the 
Papifis agdinfi our 'Churchy Ifaw a plain 
necejfity^ that either we mnft be run down 
by the impetuotts Violence of an enraged'^ 
but unprorjoked Company of Men^ or we 
mufi venture our felves to try whether 
. we cMidjiem that Tide, which we fatv 
ccmih^^upon us^ and it falling to my 
Lot\ ii preach in the mofi publick Audi- 
tdry ^ the City ^ at aniorethanufual Ap^ 
pearanci^^ being fihe firfi Sunday in the 
Term; I confrdered the^Relation I flood 
in, under our Honoured Dhcefan^ to the 
Oergy ^fthe City^ atfd therefore thought 

my 
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myfelfmorc obliged to take notice of what 
toffcerned tie Peace and Welfare of the 
Cheches therein. ZJpon thefeConjiderar 
Hms I thought fit to take that Oppor- 
Hnity to lay open the due Sen/h I had 
jrf the Unreafonablenefs and Mifchiefof 
the prefent Separation. He thought it 
neither improper nor unfeafonable to 
perfwade Proteftants to Peace and II- 
iiity, at any time, efpecially at fuch 
a time as this, when Things were in 
fach a dangerous' Fermentation : And 
the whole Drift of his Sermon was to 
diflwade the Diflenters (from the Efta- 
bliflb'd Church) to quit their need- 
icfs and deftruftive Separation, (hew- 
ing, that according to the Judgment 
of divers even amongfl: themfcives, a 
Donforraity to our Church's Worfhip 
was not unlawful, and by confequence 
their Separation mufl: be (inful and 
dangerous, atid what they ought there- 
fore .ill to defift from, as they would 
confult the Honour of God, and Re- 
I ligfon, the Peace and Tranquilliqr of 
\ the Church, and would prevent the 
great Defigns of our other Enemies, 
and leave the Proteftant Religion Efta- 
blifhed here to Pofterity. All which 
Confiderations, loudly called upoii 
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fbeni, to follow the Apoftle's Advii 
in fPdlkiffg by the fame Rule^ and 
minding the fame Things. This SeroK 
he entituled, TAe Mifchief ofSeparm 
on^ and printed it at the Reqaefl: 
the Lard Mayor and Omrt of Aldermt 
together with fome Additions whi 
the Straits of Time would not pc 
mit him to deliver from the Pulp 
In all which, he declares himfelf 
far from intending ill to any one, th 
his only Defign was to find out a Fou 
dation for a lading Union amoi 
our felves. (Epiji. Dedicate to * 
Lord Mayor) which, as he proccec 
is impoffible to be attained, till M< 
are convinced of the Evil and Dang 
of the prcfent Separation 5 it being ca 
ried oil by fuch Principles as wou 
not only overthrow the prefentCoi 
ftitution of our Church, but any * 
tbcr whatfoever. Yet this kind r 
feafonable Admonition, though d 
vcred with all the Gravity and S 
oufnefs, Afieftionand Earneftnefs, 1 
all the perfwafive Eloquence tha' 
importadt a Subjed required, and 
ufnal with him in his Preaching 
not its wi(h*d EfFea, but wai 
coolly receiv'd by fome, andvio] 
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i exclaimed againftby others, who being 
unwilling to return to the Church they 
s bad forfaken, and from whofe Com- 
e manion they abfented themfelves, ra- 
ther made it their Bufinefs to promote 
and perpetuate our unhappy Divifions. 
Which made him complain in his 
Preface to the Dnreafonablenefs of 
Separation^ (p. ii.) of the ill llfage 
be had met with, and to aflure the 
World, that however it bad been 
ntalicioufly fuggefted by forae, and 
too cafily believed by others, that 
\ he was put upon the Work with a 
: Delign to enflameourDifierences, and 
; toraifeaPerfecutionagainftDiffe/lting 
\ Proteftants, he was fo Far from any 
\ thought tending that way, that the 
\ only Motive he. had to undertake it 
was his juft Apprehenfion, that the 
; Deftruftion of the Church, under a 
Pretence of Zeal againft Popery, was 
> one of the moft likely ways to bring 
it in. However feveral of the Diflen- 
-ters, and efpecially thofe three of 
principal Note amongft their Leaders 5 
Dr. Owen, Mr. Baxter and Mr. Alfop^ 
itiftead of a thankful Acknowledgment 
for his intended Kindnefs, fet them- 
felves to write againft bim^ gnd fome 

of 
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of them in a very indecent manner 
Which unfuitable Return of theirs ha( 
only this EflFeft, that it produped ai 
admirable Vindication of our Church 
and its Communion, entituled, TheTJn 
reafonablenefs of Separation. Whereii 
is more largely (hewn, the Weaknef 
and Invalidity of all the Objeftion 
that are brought by the Diflenters ii 
behalf of their Divifion from, an< 
Oppofition to the Church oi England 
A lading Vindication, and which i 
was to be hoped would give Satil 
i^&ibn as to Communion with ou 
Church, not only to thofe who live 
wheri\it was written, or are yet alive 
but even to late Pofterity. 

Near .about this time that this Dii 
pute began, a Conteft happening i 
the Hoafe of Lords, concerning th 
Bilbops Right of Voting in Capita 
Cafes, aqd one of that Illuftrio? 
Houfe (the Lord H.) having write 
ex prafijfo^ againft the Bilhops Righ 
our mod Learned Dean (for fo I 
had been for fome time ) publiCb 
an Anonymous Anfwer to his Lordft 
which much furpriz d the World U| 
a double account 5 for firft, it was 
expe^ed that a Divine, and one \ 

bef 



befides the Bufinefs of a gfeat Paridl, 
bftd been long et)gaged in ControverHes 
of Divinity, and had his Tiitie thereby 
taken up in Writing many excellent 
Books in his own Prdfeifion, (boald 
have been fo perfeftly well vers'd inl 
the Ancient CotiAitation aittd tlfages 
of Parliament, as well as the Cdttimod 
and Statate«laws of the Land, as h€ 
here (hewed himfelf to be. As neithef 
in the fecond place, was it to be 
thought, he could have fo dextroufly 
changed his Style, which is naturally 
much laiger and more copious, intd 
one fo condfe, and yet withall fo 
Sobftantial and Argumentative as this 
was written in. Nor was it eafie to 
give two more remarkable Inftances 
of an Incomparable Genius, or which 
Obould (hew how readily he could 
vary his manner of Exprefiion as Oc- 
ca(ion (hould ferve, and how clear ail 
Infight he had into fuch Parts of 
Learning, as feem'd to lye mott out of 
his way. 

Nor mufl; I forbeaf to obfefve, that 
foQc few Years before this, whil(t 
he was fo deeply engaged in his Dif-* 

Stes with the Writers of the Rtmm 
lurch, the Dtiftt, who hrtt fince 
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Writings, their Faithful and Fabulous 
Accounts, and thereby fcts their Story 
in fuch a Light, as to (hew himfelf a 
perfeft Mafter, not only' of Divinity 
and taw, but of thcniceft Points <rf 
Hiftory. The Defign he proposed to 
himfelf herein was to give as clear 
and diftinft a View of the State and 
Condition of the Briti/b Churches, 
from their firft Plantation to the Con- 
verfion of the Saxons^ as could be had 
at fo great a diftance, and by fuch a 
degree of Light as is left us concern- 
ing them, and to refcue this part of 
Church-Hiftory, of fo much Concern- 
ment to us of this Church and Nati' 
t)n, from thofe Fabulous Antiquities, 
which had fo miferably obfcur'd the 
Truth of it. 

And no fooner did this Excellent 
Book appear, but it (hew*d it felf to 
beam0ftaccompli(h*d Work, theOflf- 
fpring of great Care and Induftry, iff 

41 perufing multitudes of Authors, whO' 

ther Printed or in MSS. of great ap-^ 
plication of Thought, in a diligeoCf 
comparing one thing with anothcr^J 
and of great Knowledge and pror*^ 
JJ foand Judgment; in fcparating tW] 

1^1 ehalF from the Wheat, difcarditigB 






ter atteftecj ,tha» thcfcj and that they 
had abundanr • Evidp|K:e., . not . only 
Humane but Divine 5: as alfo that there 
cannot be a plainer proof of; the Old 
Tefiament than by the;Nfi», inafoiuch 
as li th^ Ne^TefiaiMenth^'trm;^, thp' 
Old rruH: unqueftionably bq fo too, a^i 
being moft plainly and qndeniabty coiH 
firmed by it. Our Bleffed Saviour 
and his Apoftles appealing to Mofes 
and the Prophets on all occafions, and 
having moreover left it on Reccard, 
that Holy Men of Old did fpeak ai 
i they vi^ere moved by the Holy Qhofl:*: 
And in the Conclufioo h^ anfwers 
fach Objedipns as were offered to thcJ 
I contrary, with the fame *Spiritj the 
I fame judgment and Exaftneftj whiciu 
[is fo peculiarly obfervable in his othei! 
Writings. 

. Arid now tg give the Reader a Spe*' 
daien of hij^liorough Infightinto aqof , 
fther fort of Uarniqg, it will be fit td^ 
Joftance in his Elaborate and judiciou^ 
'Ori^ines Brit^m^j^ Wherein ty com* 
|)aring the Writings -erf" oqr ijioft fa- 
mous Hiftorians. ;he reftifies their Mi-. 
fi^kcs ivi(h factor Acqiaracy and fqdii. 
£vidence,i njjfes fech- dear <^ftinftioi|. 
fcetwiit(,f^ir V^erwi"«^ ^nrf^ Spuriou»> k% 
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, others after . them from Time to 
Time. . 

Here likewife in anfwer to Ema- 
itwl a ScUlJiraet, be moft-ftrenoouQy 
and judicioQfljrvafiertsthe Rights of the 
BritijhX2kuxcb0s againfk the EtKroach- 
menrs of tbe'Bifiiops of jR^'^ye, whom 
he (hews at the time oi the Coundt 
of.Nia^- to liave had no Jurirdiftioli 
beyond : the Suburbicary Churches, 
n^icb -were fo-far from including the 
Wtfiem €burches, and ours amoog^ 
the reft;.>.tbflr: they did not Gompreir 
bend the l^rovioces of Ittfyi properif.. 
lb called. . H^ obferves likewife .hoii( 
Jisaming tra^^propagaited here;,: aci4 
fcbat fwsas/the: Ancient. Service of iibi» 
Briiiftt (Chdrcbes, ' and that when' Gr** 
goiy ihe dneat i^nt Af^fiiiithe Moollt 
to fettte the> 6ritifi) Chuf obes, be did 
not ye(j;(«blige them to >oBfervi? tb6 
Rules pf/tliat ot /?o«f<r. . Aw^ after « 
C6aupufKDniiS)f tlit Jiom4^ and otb4tf 
Offioeiri nh^: dtx ws tiai: Condudou : yf 
KJatidaf tUjoor onvn. CIirt>"cfe, ; for estew 
Skhc'mglAm-i Ohjc^iQg.!jrajfed,,-|i^i 
fometiihed^oudly indft^M^oniga^f^i. 
it^ where} iCi'dotb:JK|ypeafi^ that puf ; 
Cbarch i^>£vSlatnl haltbtf)0i4tted neo»'' 
pt thpfe, Offices whflrcin (!i|e?,AQcic<* 
i ■; "' Churchei 
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Cfjnrchcs agreed j ' Simi' tH^JI where, the 
prfOp', ' hi^mJn^^h B,o^ diffe- 
red^ oiir Ghutph hath , net toltpvve^ 
thfe' ftam^n, bitt the 6t^ir y and eher^ 
T<ire ' our Difl^Wtfers do urif ea fpnatily 
charge 'uf 'with . taking our 'Office; 
fhoni- the jCljip'th" of Rt^/e.' Ax]^ ^ 
/tqgtb he ends' with a! '^Reladoh m 
St',Mft:?*jf»)w's corning tiitberV and i^;;. 
^ticihg the ^itijb Mopfe a'nd ' othej;^ 
to come ji^eif to him'^'.yffilcti marii- 
fe§ly t>roy(?s1;^ein to .hayepWned np 
dc{)ehderi<jy trfetyh the Cjitit'cii or Pope 

pfR<>»f:''' "7 ■■••". ••••':''-?'. ■ :; 

' ' This grH*J ,tae .0<^cafida.t<i!tnQntlon 
ahQtIief fHRb^talTraft "whiiiH tihoag^ 
lioi J)ubJ?ft#'k!fl aitcr nJsjt>e^th^ may 
not be trhfitiy-'fakeia liiJt^e "6f .;n this 
Place, by reafpn of its' Affinity wi^h 
the foregoing;: anti that i^ias Dli,rcourfe 
'of fiiTrfle'^iiii^uUf^^ atii 

iti St/tte' in t^ ^omviTintesi^ 'Which 
lie flicws tohave becDfiriftljnilt by the 
fiom(tas i,''t&^\^o what State it was in 
daritig their ftay here^ arid again, that 
SK PanVi Cfiweh wai^ito Temple of 
'Drafia, as Mr, Cambd^^'ilppUhcnds if 
^6 have been, feqt it was .from th$ 
-^ a Cathedral Chords etefted by- 
King Ethelbert. When he^ like^vife 
D 4 takes 
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^akes occaiion to difcourfe of Catbe* 
dral Churches, and moft admirabljr 
and learnedly (hews the Ufefulaefs of 
them iarefped to the Bifiiop, (whofe 
jpoundl' the Dean and Prebendaries 
^re) for the greater Solemnity of Dir 
vine Worfliip, and in order to the 
further Propagation of Religion. K 
Treatife that is of no great Length, but 
pf much Reiading and exqnifite Judg- 
ment, and wherein are interfperfed 
^n unufual Variety of excellent, inge^ 
• nious and qfeful, critical, etymological 
and topographical Obfervations, wor* 
^hy of.fo celebrated an Author, and 
which the Curious Reader will find to 
ic very diverting as well as inftrn£^ing, 
and \n both refpeds highly deferving 
)ii^ diligent Perufal. 
. But to return, I qwft obferve, that 
labout thei'ime this learned and ufeful 
Work wa$ .pub]i(hed, a new unhappy 
Scene opened it fejf. Popery began 
to threaten the Nation, and by the 
Jnfluen(ce of the Court, and the Encou- 
ragement it jreceivpd from thence, to 
^row very open and high j and thercf 
py called upon all fucn as had any 
]ponccrn for pur Church, and the Pre- 
fpfvatipn pf fh? frue Reformed Reli- 
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gioQ among as, to exert their utmoft 
Force in its behalf^ as the only appa- 
rent Means under God, of fecoring 
fo ineftimable a Blefling to oor Selves 
ind our Poflierity. At this Seafon a 
highly commendable Zeal (hewed it 
felf all over the Nation ; fuch as had 
been thought to have little or no re- 
gard for Religion, now began to be 
inrakened and to (hew their Ayerlion 
to that Super(Htion and Idolatry they 
feared likely to break in upon us. 
Bat more efpedally theQeigy^ne- 
rally (hew'd that they thon^tthem- 
felves oblig'd to fortifie both Ahem- 
felves and their Pariffaioners with the 
beft Arguments they were able. Bat 
above all, the Loitdom Clergy were 
fMy honoured, and had a (ingQlar 
Reverence paid them for their Qoo- 
rage and Diligence in this remarkable 
Exigence, and thek many Learned and 
SeaCbnable Vindications of the R.e- 
jformed Religion e(hibli(hed in our 
Church. As they had not long before 
I»ibli^ed divers admirable (bort Dif- 
couries upon the feveral Points in 
pifpute betwixt us and our Diflentii]^ 
brethren : fonow apprehending theni!> 
^)?99 iQ 4apg?t> from aiiQther Qpaiv 

ter. 
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gu«4 ^hemfelveif atili' irfieir Nelg 
feOi»s- "ag^Jnft whaHoieVer'' Atteitf 

tfaeftce':^' .they 'pr^acti^l^Snd dtfpiil 
agalftft P^opefy/arftf- |jfay'd ^^VnJ 
imkra of 'it; dH^^thfi^^- wer^teS 
cftfeem'd hrid revewiic'd liiil th^ir'tt 
wf IJea'rttfd ahd*luaft!fb6*-'^Wrltlri 
dflil^i^iilg the f»n?t)l(»«frfec3,''>'* 
«fartfcpk-?¥aafce!Jbffh>'ife«rt/»bhflrt 
fothr-fti" in a'IKWe Timfe J«tfe^aa 
btf«tedvas§<r acxked'mwamtm'' k 

tBlldiidtJai the (Ir^nodus EMd'^a*^! 

IfiSbt aiftfe us.- y.-lJ >;JM.,iiir;; A i1 

Ift^aDfearf fef 'Sf.'^WV^wiMild- ■ ntt^' 
i»ft8w»iiird'td gifd*fe ^Afliftafl«*~ W 
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fvith, and fiindaefs for them V ahd as 
Oean oi St. Paul's, he hadmirfy '■ L%- 
brings in the City,, which vmfc Vbrjr 
:wortbHy beftdwedi ThiySs-M^t Pi- 
irons of the Cht^ch too, (ne''Lord 
ChztxceWaar NmiughMu, ^^r^epfo- 
ient Lord Bi(h6p of Lottdomi wb& M 
greater C^portanities, wetepteMl^io 
foyn with him in the iBkefbli^on 
oJffilHng all Livings vrithiii iMi fHiW- 
ier« with the abldl and fitteft^ tneiinl- 
..bents.' -■•. ■ • ■■•! ■ ' 

t Upon the niich lamented Deatlf >of 
.KIngt:/W/r#'tiKf6ecx)nd, aDeath'that 
Wis then apprehtaded >tb tbreHleh 
i^eatCai^Kiities ti>,lherChi|tth{>f £nt> 
^[A<«Wv and was. foon -foimd' by! fad 
jEicpfifietice toiuite been of dfeadfbl 
Confeljuence tcf^k-: Upoti tbe tieaifh 
pf this Kiiig, two Papers in beiialfdF 
ithc i^mir/i&i Fakh -and Cbl]pch;< 'bein^ 
:;found in his. Majefty's Serqnig! Boi^ 
«rMd to be wEritten in his o^n ilatid, 
«od beii^pref<^Q[fly madepubUckV'to- 
i^thier with anotlier wriMee^'tiy i^e < 

4a«e DuCcher».o£ Yifrk i atod W Jl^at 
JMoife being Aiade about tB^^- s^ 
fSfest ufe made of theav> i^ ord^rtb 
<he gaiomg I'ftrofelytes to theC^ch 
-pi ftoatcj it was. jieceiTairy ibmeGafe 

ihou]4 :,. Ji^ 
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fliould be taken to deteft the Invalidity 
and Weakoefs of them. This there- 
fore the' Reverend Dean undertook 
afid performed with all Decency and 
due Refpeft to the.Aogoft Names thejr 
bare, andyet with his wonted ftreng^ 
of Argument, and all that force of 
Reafon which was requiiite for fef- 
ting them in a true light, and preveni* 
ting the ill Effeds that might othe^ 
wi& have been feared from them^ 
This he did in a particular Anfwer tb 
each of them, and again in a Vindi- 
cation, by way of Reply to the d«» 
fence of them* His Anfwer was Pa* 
ragraph by Paragraph ^ and fo he left 
no part of them without a due Coo- 
fideration^ and in treating of the firft 
of them, he proves, not only that 
the Roman Church is not the one only 
Catholick Church of Chrift, but that 
they tbemfelvesdo not in truth believe 
ft to be fo* His Proof is (hort, though 
Very cogent, and I (hall therefore take 
the Liberty here to recite it in hJl 
own Words, p. 5. Jt if agreed amoM 
oB Chrifiians^ that Chrift can have hit 
one Chnrch upon Earthy as there is b0f 
MtLord^ one Fait b^ oneBapi'ifm:^ and 
fbff it the Chnrch we profefi fo bellet^ ^ 

im 
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in thefe two Creeds. But ifthofe^ who 
made thofe Creeds far our DireOion^ bad 
intended the Roman Catbolick Churchy 
why was it not fo exprefs^d ^ How came 
it to pafs that fitch a Limitation of the 
Senfe of Chrifs Catholkk Church to tbi 
Roman Jhould never be put to ^erfans toi 
be baptized in any Age of the Cbnrcbf 
For I do not find in the Office of Bap-' 
tifm^ even in the Roman Churchy that 
it is required that they believe the Ro- 
man Catbolick Churchy or that they deny 
the Validity of Baptifm out of the Com^ 
mnnton of the Roman Church. From 
whence it is to me as vifible^ as that 
the Scripture is in Prints that the Church 
ofKom^ itfelfdoth not believe that it 
is the one Catbolick Church mentioned im 
the two Creeds. For then it mufi void 
att Baptifm out of its Communion^ which 
it hath never yet done. He proceeds, 
that as long as baptifm doth enter Perfons 
into the Catbolick Churchy it is impoffiUe^ 
that all who have the true form of Bap-' 
tifm^ though out of the Communion of the 
Roman Churchy fi)ould be Members of 
the Catbolick Churchy and yet the Com-' 
munion of the Roman and Catholicfc 
be aU cne^ as it mufi be if the Roman 
Churchy be the Catbolick and Apofiolici , J^ 

Chureb ^ 
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Church profijfed in fha Creeds. 
whple Difcourfe is anfwerabi 
tl^is%; but however I thought i 
amifs i(o recite thisbecaufe it is fo 
afld yet ib full a Reply to the I 
nijischiH Pretence, which they '< 
upon \alt : occafions^ and with al 
AiTur^Qce that may be, thou^ 
trutiti without any ground for it 
ther. in. Scripture, AnUquity or 
fpn; . 

, Ne^i^ about the fame time 
thefe Papers appear'd an Artful F 
and fubtilly enough accommodate 
the Capacity of the Populace, ar 
foch who did not well underftani 
feveral> Points in debate betwix 
Chtu-cbpf England^ and the Ch 
of Rome^ entituled, A Fapiji A 
frefented and Reprefented^ writte 
two Columes, the one pretendir 
giv.e an account of the Romijh \ 
gion in fuch Terms as Proteftant: 
wont to defcribe it in, but more [ 
tb^n any Proteftaot of tolerable 
derAaoding would venture to u 
^. The other containing fuch a 
prefentation as they upon occafioi 
wonc to give of themfelves, and i 
Wof (hip and Do^rines, though v^ 
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ent fenougt) io many Particulars from 
what their CouQcils and Catechifm, 
their Publick Offices of Devotion, their 
njQft celebrated Writers, and their 
kqqwn Pradifes tefti 6e of them* ThB 
B6ok, thus mifchievoufly contrivVI^ 
Qjeeded therefore fo much the oiore 
ac^^rate Anfwer^ whereby to fet ina 
qrwe.liRht both thefe diftorted and un- 
iili^y Cbaraders. This therefore our 
great Dean took under his ConGdera^ 
tion, and fully expofed its Sophiftry^ 
by giving an exaft State of the DiiFe- 
rence between us and the Romamjis^ 
and (hewing^ that when all thefaireft 
Allowances that can be, are made, 
I t^jst?^ yet remain fever al infuperablo 
pi^culcies which render our Union 
with them impoffible, whilft they 
inftl upon their profent Demands* A 
%ply truly worthy of its. Author, 
wnjd which ^ though it could not 
tijence \t% cUmorous and overforward 
Adverfaries, yet gave a great ©low 
I<), their Caufe s there being no moft 
f^ftual . way to arm People agatoH: 4i)c 
la&ipq^tion j :oi Ropery, than a full, 
filear, . aod authentick R.eprq&ntatiDci 
l|pth of its. ; Principles -and Pradkct : 
Wmh wbQ((^Yer chrti^ghly: utidef- 
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ftands, mufl: be either wilfully blind, 

• ■ or at leaft grofly prejudiced, if he doei 
*. not difcover an irreconcileable Diffe- 
rence between thofe, and the Do- 

* drines and Precepts of the Holy Scrips 
tures. 

Soon after this former Trad came 
forth a Dialogue between a New CatholiA 
Convert^ and a Protejiant^ concerm^, 
the Do&rines of the Trinity and TriOh , 
fiitjiantiation. For fo bent were the 
Romanijts upon purfuing their own In- 
tereft by all Methods whatfoever, thai 
they would choofe rather ( as they 
have too frequently done fince ) to 
undermine the Trinity and other fun- 
xlamental Dodrines of Chriftianity, 
than yield themfelves baffled, when all 
anbiafs'd Readers could not but fee, 
they were fo to a great degree. But 
this Wicked and Antichriftian Pam- 
phlet was in a little time worthily 
chaftifed by this great Man, in a new 

* Dialogue between a Protejiant and g 
Papifty confiding of two Parts^ the for- 
mer of which being leveird againft 
their unaccountable Do&rine of Trao- 
fubftantiation, is chiefly fpent in 
fhewing that this late Article of the 
Romijb Faith is contrary to the conftant 

Be-. 



Selief-of'tbe Ancient Chufch, not one 
of wbofe Members ever taught it fo^ 
many Ages together : As ishefefully* - 
teaved in tJontradlftion tft- the vain 
Pretences of the Autbots of Cmfenfw 
Veteru^^ arid Nnbes Tbfth^ • In thel 
other it- is clearly made oat, that 
though oiirSaviouriWords, Thif if 
m^Body^ were fpokeri figuratively, yeC 
what is faid of our Lord's Divinity,' 
is not to be fo underftood, but in thd 

Elain and literal Senfe of the Wordfc 
ecaufe otherwife Divine Worftiip 
could not be due to hint, as both 
)Proteftants and Papifts own that thd 
Scripture exprefly teaches it to be* 
Here alfo our Saviour's Divinity ii 
proved, by brief but folid and ful> 
ftantial Arguments 5 as is likewife the 
Trinity in Unity. Arid on the otheif 
hand, the Article of Trartfubftanti- 
ation is evidenced to be not only ud- 
fcriptural but grolly gnd (hamefully 
unreafonable and full of Contfadifti-^ 
ons, and by cohfequettce, that thfirtf 
is no manner of ground for a Parallel 
between thcfe twoDoftrines 5 the Ond 
being a truly Catholick ApoftoJick Ve* 
fity, and a neccffaty Article of Faititj 
and as fuch plainly taught in Sdripedt^i 
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the other a late Novel Invention, and 
which is neither to be fupported by 
Scripture nor Reafon. 

Here one would have thought this 
great Champion for the Faith, had 
very competently performed his part 
in its defence: But now behold a new 
Encounter. That he might be fure 
not to want an Opportunity of exer* 
ci(ing both his Learning and his Pati* 
ence, he is engaged in another man- 
ner. For he is prefently railed to a 
Verbal Conference, concerning the In^ 
fMibility of the Church of Rome in foU 
lowing the umverfd TeJlimGny of all 
, Traditionary Chrijiians ; for the Satis- 
faftion of Mr, T. folicited to go over 
tothe Rowan Communion, who (as Mr. 
M affirm'd) had already promised to 
do it, unlefs Dr. StilUnnfUet was able 
^ to (hew, that Proteftants have a ground 
of abfolute Certainty for their Faith, 
And as we may eafily believe he would 
not, fo he did not decline fo fair an 
pccafion of (hewing how fadly weak 
and precarious their Faith is, who 
found it only upon the certainty of 
Oral Tradition. His Adverfary*s Argu- 
ipent was. That all Traditionary Cbri^ 
UiMi, thaPiSy all Bijbops, all Priefts, 

all 
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all Fathers^ Md all Petite fMmin^ 
this Rule (namely of Oral Tradition } 
4ind receiving Faito becaufe it was re- 
ceived the day , before^ could nat inno* 
t)ate in Faith^ unlefs tbeji cduld all eithef 
forget what they receivd the day before^* 
or out of Malice change it:, therefore be^ 
caufe no Canfa^can he ajjigned offuch ati 
-EffeSy they cannot innovate. Which 
P]eabe abundant! 7 confuted by a ma^' 
nifeft Inftadce of the contrary, which 
his Adverfary could riot know how to . 
|[etover, namely, of the Greek Churchy. 
which followed Tradition ft'om Fa-^ 
thcr to Son 5 andjet^ fays the Dean, ^ 

you charge it with Errors in Matters of 
Faith 5 fo that a Church following Tra^ 
dition may err in Matteri of Faith* 
He has himfelf given us a (bort Ac« 
connt of this LHfpute^ whereby it ap^ 
pears, not only that heconfirrned the! 
Gentleman for whofe fake it was un- 
dertaken, but alfo fo fully anfwered 
all the Pretences of Mr. G. that Mode- 
fty and Prudence ought to have di- 
feded him, for bis own fake, to have 
forborft his Vain Boafts of his Perfor- 
mance upon this Occafion^ And wheit 
uponMr.G'sdirappe^riogMr.M be- .,^ 

yjgsa to efpoufe his Caafc, .be fooo ^ JH 

1 £ a itict T 
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met with fo juft a Reproof t^at put 
an end to his Attempts, and this Con- 
troverfie together. * 

Till at length J. 5. thought fit to 
ftep forth with his CathoUck Letters^ 
declaring in a very peculiar manner, 
that he had accepted a Commiflion 
from Mr. G. to hold his Cards, whilft 
he was not in Circumftances to play 
out his Game hiijqfelf. One would 
think a Man that makes no more of 
the weightieft Matters of Faith andi^ 
Salvation, than as it were a Game ar 
Cards, Ihould not be like to fay much 
, to the purpofe. And to (hew that he' 

did not, the Learned Dean in a Trea^ 
tife, ftyrd, A Difimrfe comermng the 
Nature and Grounds of the Certainty of 
Faiths fufficiently expofes his confident 
way of Writing, and (hews the Weak^ 
Hefs of his Arguments, and the Fal- 
fity of his Aflertions, together with 
Bis egregious Infincetity, in publiftiing 
here for Truth, what he durft not un- 
dertake to maintain as fuch at Home 
and Doway 5 but on the contrary pro- 
fefs'd it to be deftruftive of Faith, and' 
Heretical, andthathe never had taught 
any fuch Dodrine, nor wasitpoffibic 
he Ihould. Thus as to f. S. himfelf: ' 
* -- Bat 
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feat befides this, he proves fagainfl; tiis 
ObjeftionstiSJjhe. contrary-, thatPfo-i- 
teftants teve wfid groand of certain- ^ 
ty of tmrfiigt, and that aA\ J.S's 
Argum^ts stfoKl as evidently egainflr 
thecertaih^'of'Arithmdtick; ^ of the. 
Saiptares r 'iftafniuch as! if tfafc one be; 
liable to be'tbttinterpretediby tbofer 
who do nbe daly. attends tov^ts Da^" 



drine, fb J£the other to vbe inifapa't 
jfly'd by cni^ tri^ do.. not rightly, 
ffttend to itslDlr^Rnt. . The: tnitb ■ 



t, th«y bdth oftentmies arerwronged- 
I : Che Aj^liettion^ ibot.thfs doer/ 
not prdve^^ifbeibf^tlienr'tb be nncer^i 
tain, in ft^'felfi-^or not'a^Torfe Rule to 
ebofe who afci Hati^ta*. ?ADd beyond 
tfais^ be cbfenvjeffifiarther,' thiitMr.Ssi 
Method' vtKdtild bviei'tbrow the poffi-i 
biitty ofjlnjriKble of^Eaith whatfo-. 
ever{ abet fori ehispIamilVeairon, be-r 
danfe notie-can beaffigtied^. which it' 
is not po£5ble for Men to raiCippre* 
hend and t<»'m(f|[ake about . As liker 
wife that jF.: ^s^ certain rAotbority of, 
Tiikdition isi'ndt only; liable to the 
lil^ie Abafej bui is moreaverboilt upt. 
oh a very uhcertain gjid* find;^ Founr 
dation.\' v^-.V^ . vvj--. v • . 

I " T •■ . 
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In this Difcoarfe, f. 25. he pfo- 
fefles a defign\of proxipg, that no 
Catholick Tradition cffl^bejgroduced 
againft us, in any <%|U RplffLpf the 
Additioftal Crce^ dnPcfe "^U the 
IVth. of which he would fuddenly 
publi(fa the firft Part Atid again in 
the Conclufion, having|fally^confatod 
"f.S^s pnteaded Demoniftration of the 
Infalii^n^of Oral and Bj^ical Trh* 




^>/fA|^*andhavin||kprq|nih oqpafion' 
to mention the CcMRitrofTre/r/, and . 
,^its Pretences, to a conftant uniater<|| 
rapted Tradition lor: its new Article^ 
O^ Faith; be refers himielf, iothnr 
fwer to thofe Pretences,: to what he 
was deGgpirig to publiflt particularly ia 
relation to that Counqi^.- It is greatt 
pity he never fimfib'd itrhat he thuiT 
intended. But' the firfl: ; p«rt of it war, 
foon made jiufalick under this Title, 
The QmMcil. cf Trent examined and 
difproved bj Catholick Ttjtditwn, &©,; 
And he makes it very pjaio id relationi 
to feveralpffhe Points dietermined by 
that Council^ particirlarly as to Vnt 
vnritten Tradition f^ the Canon if Serif-- 
tftre^ tf^ free n/e of the. Serif twes iu 
Vulgar Langmge^ the Merit of Good, 
WPfh^thf ^^mber of Sacraments^ and 



f * ^ - 

•* late Lord fijhop of Worccdcr. ^ >i 

Amrtcmkt' Oinf^on, not only that they 
had no UnivMjtal Tradition for their 
Doftrine. andHaftice, * in relation to '^ 
. <ach ofHb% ba| alfo by what Steps 
and lilSMv mivjoota whar Occa- 
fions tfieiip C^ftfaptions herein were 
thought in Binongft them. And had 
' be gone on ; as he firft propofcd, to . 

tale its remaining Decifions^p task, 
^nd given -ae fame account ef them 
^ikewife^ imigh(|au>hap9 have^oiven 
' 4he JRoMr4irf^> a prater Blow, ^hah 
IHpoft other Books that have been writ'> . 
I^n againft them. 

Here he was ^ his own Sphfcrd, » 
and wrote as 'a mofl: Lea^hdd and Jd* 
dicious Dlvitkl, and a true- Son of, 
and Advocate fipr the excellent Chnrch 
in which he Dore fo great a Chafi- 
dcr. Bnt I have «lready qbfetved, 
thdt he did not confine hitnfefftb 
thefe Studies, in which he bad ddtib 
focb eminent Setvicein^ntiny refpefts,. 
bat whett'be faw it nccefTaii^, woiilji 
turn hitafelf to other very diffcreiit 
Sab)e6s, but-always with idqiirable 
Sticcefs, and fuch A^cutacy.fn each 
Performance, as if he had chiefly, if 
not foiciyi apply'd himfelf tbthat fort 
of Uarnine.- Some higKhr Vaklable 
^ E 4 *^ In- 
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' Inftances of this 1 have already^meo- 

tioned, and muft now taKe notice of 

y^ foiTie others. •! . 

In the Second Part of hj| Ecclefiar 
^i^j/r4/ijraret\¥oE>i(coui:res^thetwo \ 
V* firft in order, of which the one had 

never l)een published before, the other 

^. yras'oniy Reprinted with fome Enj- I 
largements, having been firft fet forth ' 
jn the Tear MDCLXXXIX. 

In the former q £ t hefljt he ftrenur^ 

pufly vindicates fll^cclenaftical Laws 

of our Land,, (hews, that the Bi(hopg| 

in iffuing Procefles in their own Narae^P 

f^o qo njpre, encroach upon the Pjero- 

""■fflXtvQs ^iyihsi Crown, than »}1 Lords 

-pf M^pnops dp in holding pourts i? 

'i|heir Names, nor any more than they 

^arp WArjranted to dp by Law. He ohh 

^rvesJJIceMrire, that our Law admits 

^flFooipppeign Ecclefiaftical Jurifdifti- 

,pn,Vandiye< eafiiy lets us fep.withali, 

how ipq^lyr: thpfe: argue, yi^jio prp- 

jpeed^wp^Wa-^ppofitiprij^it^^^ it is 6i 

tfundaqp^t^l. Bright of f l^is-JSatioa-, it^ 

^flaye-fjjjh^Q^ as tpt^iJly 

jpjKcltiflps^ the -pcclefiaftjcaljn ifiaQpuch 

ips ifla}} therC^^^ Cpm- 

-5tnon'X*vvrs,v tl^ Chu«i?b> lights ^n$l 

r:t»feips^Bi:.ftie rfeleG§ft^^^ ^itif-. 
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diiJion, are efpecially provided, fori 

Befides, that the Ecdefiaftkal Laws ^ 

ftand on the fanfe Bottom with- other # 

, Parts of the Common Law of Evglttid^ 

Mhat is to fay, a conftant and hnmemoH 

p rial Cuftora. ^ ' 

The other of tbefe Treatifes was 

look'd upon, at itsfirftPablicatioo, as % 

very compleat in i(s kind ^ bat was 

qow enlarged with .very valuable Ad* 

'dicfons occafioned i^fome Difeoui^ 

a . kittle before publiffid, botb.for zpi 

llgainft the Ecclefiaftical Comqiiffioii 

|||d the Difpenfit^ Power ; the wo^ 

joaterial Tnftiance^ of which tiethoagjiC 

jr^quiUte to take in^q-bis CoB^d^r^t^' 

mi The Subj©a of it is., The-iB^fU^itr 

^ic4 JurifdiSi^n vithrefptfl to-jl^ 

itegH SuprentMfh .and it w^y.'.pcc^fr 

spnedby King Jam^s^ ereaiqg«.High 

•CommilSon Court to cepfuns and pft- 

Bifli fuch as refufed ..to fubmit ro lia^ 

Difpnfiqg Power, and to pnblitb ip 

Ibctt^refpedjive Cbnrcbes hi^ Decla- 

ifaticm forUb^ty of Copfci^itcei. And 

l^iipfelf tells us, it was wrir^Afi, ^ben 

.^^Q Author ' of it ; wa9 funwEidsed . ^o 

appear before this.Conunif£ipi|,'.a}id 

WM .. itH conunual Expedatipn-^^qf nn- 

fjpfgplng its Pcflfure, fojr npiiepfiply- 

* '■ ing 
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ing with the Orders of it. This put 
him upon an enquiry into the 

'^ Gronnds on which it'ftood 5 and ha- 
ving made the Enquiry, he clearly 
(btes the King'« Sapremacy, and (hews j 
wherein it conflfted, and what wu ; 
the Extent of it 5 and pleads with g^eat \ 

« firength of Reafon, and plenty of Au'> \ 
Chorities, whether Parliamentary or ] 
of Particular Perfons of oar own Hi*- 
fion acid Forei|^rs, againft fach «■ 
Dffpenfing Po^r as was then claitp'd 
ttnd fd e&rneftly contended for^ aiift_ 
(heiitrs how incohfiftent it iswitht|tv| 
Ftatntf of our ConftitDtion and G(|i> j 
▼eriMii^f. Thefe two Pieces are«f;l 
th^ faibd Thread with that famowl 
t^ad, which immediatdy follows iki 
ihetilMiioft^ hm which having betita ] 
wrletef^llong before them, has beitt 
idteidf tsikcQ notice of; The gtatiA , 
i^efiioH' €0tKermttg the JurifdiSfion 4f 
mtijlH/ps in Capital Cafes. Which 
wast^ noble Inftance of his intimate 
Aeqnaiotance with both our Commdft 
and Stattite-Laws, and which fbeWeil 
him ^btitodantly qualified for fuch i^ 
Undertaking as this. . *":';• 

Theaatter of thefe two DifcOiWfei, 
as t trnteobfervedy was occafioned b^ 

King 
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King 7<(M(e/'sEcdefiaftical ComtniiGon; 
But in a little time the ftate of Afl^irs 
was fo changed here, that that fell of 
it felf, and needed no more to be faid 
ooDoetniflg ib ; But foon after a new 
Commiffion of a very different Natare 
waf iflbed forth by King lVilli*m, not 
poly to the fiifliops, bnt divers others 
iof the more Learned and Eminent 
Divines ) who accordingly met to- 
fttber in the JerHfalem QkM/i$r at 
W^imnfter to review the Ii/«r^^, an(t 
IP try what improvement might be 
gide in it, and fo were to have 
liepared a nisw Draught of it; 'againft 
Ifcr next SdEfion of the Convocation, 
jknd the Dean of St.Pinc/'s maft tteed^ 
Irtj^neral Satisfiidion, be' named a 
Member of it, and he not ibnly' ap^ 
fdared as fuch fo long as bis Healtli 
ool^ him. hat made a principal f 1- 
gbre amongft tbem, and (hewed a^firt* 
goiar Wifdom and Jodgment in' the 
viioltt Defign and Management of it. 
And i very well remember, that one of 
IPDeatiNote amongft them made heivjr 
Codiplaint of his being (eie'd k^ Fk 
oiChe Coat in the midft of their %a- 
tefs, declaring the great want tbey 
||a4 of |9ls Prefehce and Ailtofiee in 
•..:j their 
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their Dd>ates, and the DSredbns they 
wiere.'defiroas to have received from 
'bill!,! ' '. 

• And now I mnfll I^ave off callh^ 
him Mr. Dea^ bddlgive hiin a higfaier 
jTiric* fint Iwfore I do fo, I would 
:^ake.notke, that duriDg" his bein§^iB 
itbat: . Station, he, ' had Ijbtb ' io King 
€bar1es*i R.eign, vand Jagain ' in Xii^ 
.James's; beien, bj'thejoyhtSuffrageiH 
the lJow6ir Houfe of ConHiocatiQn^'r 
a lo^ time togethen, ^xbofen tt 
'P/oIocutor. : A- Prpmbtioii -they 
looJl'dv.ppon as ^(llytdooi to ' his. i 
guler Abilities, for elievditcharge i 
lay reafon of his piofontfS and exi 
fiyestearning, hl$.:de'pth'of-.Jud£ ' 
JhilMfifciifuloefs Jn:ifiBi^Bgtng Debit 
Jb^ q4ickne(s of Rieply lipon wha 
DVI^Occafion, hb.'griat Prudence; 
.C^aN^tty t>f ciepartmexiit, • his Cai' 
iindi: Ingenuity, . or ;;whatevcr rai^ _ 
qoplj^eshim for tUxteeniineht Statla|| 
And: liw^couldnbtUixve failed tcx>wm 
fwei/tbein &EpedatiDn;:;andadord^>tii|| 
Cb^t ^bcrein^eit^iiad rphioed ibi«| 
in; i4|flawoiAed imbanbrv had iva/% 
* Ije^nleb! want. oi. Bdfiaers to be ita^ 

(a^edrtmoQg tbeni; andfo of aoTti^. 
iportwiity.tQ etett dsmTetf: :NaDaa| 
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probable that this Rcfpeft would 
ever bave chafed to be paid himi fo 
tang as he was in a Capacity to re- 
cdve ic: Such was the Regard all had 
for his great Worth, and fuch the De- 
ference every one was ready to pay 
bim. 

; But now at length in the Year 
MDCLXXXIX, he was advanced to 
4n higher Station in the Church, to 
flic great Joy of its fincere iand duti- 
ftil Sans, and who unfeignedly defire 
h Welfare, For the Biftioprick of 
Warcefier becoming vacant by the 
Death of the Learned add Pious Dr. 
"^omas^ formerly BiChop of* St. D^- 
tei's , and thence trianflated to that 
Diocefs, the Dean of St. PauVs was 
jjinefently pitch'd upon to fucceed him 
Ri that See 5 whereto he was Confe- 
trared by the Right Reverend Father 
in God, Df*I Henry Compton^ the pre- 
fcnt Lord Biftiop of London^ affifted 
by the Right Reverend William Lord 
Bi(hop of St. Afaphy and Thomas Lor^ 
Bilfapp of Rochefier^ in his Lordlhip s 
thi\^^t\ zt Fnlham, the 15th day of ^ 

JSober^ at the fame time that the Rc- 
irWtnd Dr. SimonPatrich^ Dean of Pe- 
wborougb^ was Confecrated BKhop of 

Chi- 
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Cbkbefier^ and Or. Gilbtrt honfUt^ 
Warden of fVddkam College ia Ox^, 
hiStiop<^ Bripl. 

Bat this his fo well deferved Pro* 
motioo did not pat a ftop to bis io* 
defatigable Indaftry for the good ci 
others : It oaly gave him occafioi^ to 
turn his Tboaghts to Come other Sob* 
jtGts he bad not treated on before, si 
it likewife encouraged him to proceed 
&rther in thofe he bad. For as loo| 
as Cod allow d bim Life and Health, 
be would by no means be taken oi 
from his laudable Defign of laying 
out his Time and Abilities fortfa^ 
Benefit not only of the Age in wbidf 
helivd, but ofthofe that ftottld come 
after. 

To this end he again enter'd the 
Lifts with bis former Adverfaries ttMi 
Sociniattt, who having begun to dlA 
perfe their pernicious Pamphlets and 
other Trcatifes in order to pe|rvert 
the lefs underftanding and lefs waryl 
Readers, into whofe Hands they rau^ 
come ; he now thought it necefiai^ 
a> caution Perfons agaioft them. Tbb 
be did in a Sermon preacb'd at tbe 
Tatfdajf Ledure at $t, JLopreftce-Jemy, 
ootbefe words^Ti^iir k dfaithfatfy^ 
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t&iiofif of the Do&rine of the Trinity^ 
hcjc. where the firft Attempt was upod 
the Biftiop of Worcefiet's Sernioti, as 
what they found prefs'd hardeft uport 
themv And here they do hirh the ja- 
ftice to own his Angular Talents, and 
toowledge, and llnderftanding, and 
'ill in Polemical, no lefs tlian Pra- 
ical Divinity, infomuch that Si Per- 
a.dextrdy had the Caufe been de- 
fible, it could not have wi(h*d for 
taore actomplifti'd Advocate againfl! 
They call him the Great Prelate; 
allow him to have ali the Properties 
'which an Advtrfary may be either 
*d o^ reverencd^ to havi underjlooct 
^eUly the Do&rine of the Church, afid 
Point f in qu^flion 5 td be ont that 
Id cofffmit no Overjight through Ig- 
^ance, Hafl or Inadvertency 5 bnt 
Id know hovi> to take and mahage all 
^antaget^ and that he wds t(fo Ekpt- 
ittced OTtd Judicious to hazard his 
% on the Succeff of an halfphonghi 
thefis^ a crude Invention^ dr prety 
^^k. But withall, they fet them- 
es to pick all the holes they cdoldl 
^bljr in his Sermoti, as affo in fottlef 
ler Serilions and Difcoiitfes reflc-' 
upon in^the Tame TraA. 
1:: ■ F td 
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To this Attack of theirs he did not 
prefently rejoyn 5 but yet he did not in 
the leaft give over the Caufe, but when 
ekher his own OccaGons, or his Health 
allowed him better Leifure for it, or 
for whatfoever Reafon he thought it 
more convenient, in the Year 1697^ 
he reprinted his fortner Difcourfc ;«- 
gainft Crelliuf, concerning tbe DaSrm 
afChrift's SatisfaHiou^ together witfa 
his forementioned Sermon, and a \ae% 
Preface concerning the true State ofik 
Controverfit. And befides, the fatDS 
Year he publiflied like wife another 
Difcourfe, in Vindication oftht/H^ 
Brim of the Trtnitj^ with an Answer ^. 
the Socinian OhjeUions agamfi it. 

In the Preface to the former of thcfcli 
he obferves how the Socimans hatch 
ihifted their Dodrioes and alter'd tbdfi 
Catechifm in this Point, and haveahj 
* deavour'd to render the Difference 

tween us and themfel ves, of much 
weight than indeed they are, juft 
the Romamjis do in our Difputes wi 
thetn^ and makes it apparent, 
tyhatever they pretend, they in 
own no fuch thing as the Death c 
Cbriji being an Expiatory Sacrifitt 
the Sins of Mankind, . the Defigdi 

tl 
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the Book it felf, I have already noted 
Inks proper place, add fo (hall fay 
nothing more of it here. 

In the Preface to the other, he fets 
down the Caufe of his writing it, 
which he tells us was this : That in 
the Sociniam Trad pretended to be an 
Anfwer to his Sermon, he had met 
with this bold Afiertion, to give it no 
harder a Nttrie, That he had utterly 
miftaken in thinking that they deny 
the Articles of the new Creed, or A* 
thanafian Ktligion^ becaufe they are 
Myfteries, or becaufe, fay they, we 
do not comprehend them : we deny 
them, becailfe we do comprehend 
them, we have a clear ajQd diftind 
perception that they are not Myfte* 
ries, but Contradi&ions^ Impofliblities 
and pure Nonfenfe. Winch words^ fays 
the fiiflbop, contain in them fo ffite- 
f^K fo nnjufi^ and unreafonable a Charge 
nfon the Cbrifiian Church in general^ 
4md our 4wn in farticnlar, that I could 
not hut thktk Oiy felf cMcerned, efpeci^ 
ally fikte tbty are addtcfftd to me to do 
wbalt ih nut Ujn (asfoon as fkv uncertain 
fiate ofHulih would permit ) towards 
the charing the fundamental My^trf of 
oie Atbanafiah Religion, ^r m^jp piif 
F 2 ff; 
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it 5 the Dodrine of the Trinity which 
is chiefly flruck at by thenf* And ac- 
cordingly in this Preface he makes it 
iis Bufiners to expofe their Procee- 
dings, in dividing us all either into 
Nominal ox Heal Trinitarians^ the for- 
mer of thefe they charge; with 5^Af//f if 
^ifm^ ahd the latter mthTritheifm-^ 
and (hews how un juftly they mifrcpre^ 
fent, and how unfairly they treat tnofc 
whom they rankundereach of the De^ 
nominations, obferving withall, ho# 
ready they are to ftrike in with the Ek- 
ijls^ ' to complement and cajole themi 
andwith them to refojhrc-all into Rea* 
Ton, and prefer Najtural before ^ Rc^ 
veaJ*d Religion, and fpeiak more ft* 
vourably of the Mahometans, Jem 
and Tartars^ than of fuch as* believe 
i the truly Chriftian Doiftrints of the 

Trinity and Incarnation. He tbaf 
would fee more of their Behaviour la 
this refpeft, may find a full Accoaoe 
of itin a Book pabliftiedlong fince tbii 
Bfhop s Death, entituled^ DJ^ertatidnp 
'Hifiorvques fur divers SuicSs^ T. I. 
- In the Book he applies ^fatmfelf to 
maintain the DoSrine of the Trinity^ a§ 
^^ it has been .generally rcceiv'd in thd 

^ . Chriftian Churchy aJid iscKprefs'd ill 

^ * rbc 
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the Athanajian Greedy from thofe hot* 
rible Imputations of Nonfenfe, Con- 
tradiftion and Impoffibility , with 
which thofe that call themfelves V- 
nitarians^ do fo confidently charge it, 
and proves, that the moft confiderable 
of the Ancient Chriftians were by no 
means of their Party. He confiders 
diftindly and very nicely the Socim-' 
.4w Charge of Contradiftion in the D^- 
Urine of the Trinity^ and clearly de^^, 
fends the Jithanafian Creed from their * 
fcurnlous and blafphemoos Reflcfti- 
ons upon it, ..and deferyedly expofes' 
their forc'd and unreafonable Interpre- 
tations of Scripture as to our Saviour's 
Diviiiity, and more efpecially in rela- 
tion to the firft Chapter of St.^^A^'s 
Gof^el^ and moft learnedly and judici* ' 
oirfly proves thcVnitdrian Di0rhe to 
be contrary to the Belief of the Cat&o^ 
lid Chnrch from the Beginning 5 and 
in the laft place moft convincingly an- 
f wers thofe Objeftionsin point of Rea- 
fon, which they fo much value them- 
felves upon. Afterwards in; a Pofifiript 
he lakes notice of aSociman P^mphlet^ 
which in a very abufive manner refleds 
upon this thoft excellent Vindication 
pf our Chriftiari Faith, and (barply, 

r f ^ bu( ^ 
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but yet with great Decency expofesits 
Trifling and BaflFoonry, obferving 
withall, in a few Pages, how careful 
the Kefle£):or, had been not to ven- 
ture upon the main Arguments for the 
Defence of this weighty Do(3rine of 
the Blejfed Trinity if^ Vnity^ and how 
feebly and unfuccefsfully he had at- 
tack'd thofe he did venture apon. 
This PoJ^cript was annexed to his i4»- 
yiw to mr.hockc*sfirfi Letter^ occafi- 
oned by fome Reflections the Bifliop 
had made in the forefaid Vindication 
upon his Ejfay concerning HfimsneVn^ 
der/iandinj^ 

This EiTay abounding with a Set of 
new Philofophical Terms, as if fome 
wonderful Improvement of Knowledge 
was to have been hoped for from it, 
fuid being written with a graceful Air, 
and livelioefs of Spirit, and elegancy 
of Style^ and politenefs of Exprefl!* 
f on, a fnnrtnefs in Reafoning, and aa 
ingenious improvement of his Argu* 
ments tothebeft advantage, by a clofe- 
nefs of Reference, and patnefs of Si- 
militudes and Alluiions, no wonder a 
new Scheme of Notions, and a pro^ 
fffs'd Defign of promoting true Under!-* 
(laodipg> 9nd 9 right Apprehenfion of 

Thing?^ 
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Things, fet ofF with thefe uncommon 
Advantages, fhould cafily recommend 
it felf to the Affeiftions of the Studi- 
oos, efpecially the younger part of 
them. But then the more inviting and 
plaufible fuch a Work is, the more dan- 
gerous will it certainly prove, if it 
leads to Scepticirm,if it may be brought 
to favour a negleft of Reveal'd Re- 
ligion , or a Mifinterpretadon of it j 
or in (hort, if it tends to propagate 
any fort of Principles that agree not 
with thofe of our moft Holy Religion. 
That fuch a life was made of that 
Effay the Bifhop was very fenfible, and 
therefore thought it neceffary to warri 
his Readers of the danger fome of them 
might otherwife be led into. He did 
notdefign an Anfwer to thisDifcourfe, 
though it has had that fince from a 
Perfon of great Ingenuity and Learn* 
ing, (Mr. Lee^ heretofore Fellow of 
Emanuel College in Cdmbfidge^ and of 
more than ordinary Note in that 11-^ 
niverfity, now Reftor of Tichmarfh in 
Northampton/hire) fucb as neither the 
Author himfelf, nor any of his moft 
zealous Difciples did ever yet think fit 
to give a Reply to : Which it's data- 
' ral to fuppofe , fome of them would 
F 4 be- 
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before this have done, had they judged 
it would have been with good fuccefs. 
To go about leffenifig the Reputation 
of this ElTay, was, you may plainly fee 
by him, touching Mr. Locke in the moft 
fenfible part. He thought, no doubt, 
its being attacked by fo great a Man 
went no little way towards it j and 
therefore be makes fuch long Com- 
plaints, though he might foon have 
ended all occafion of them himfelf, 
would he have purfued the maio 
Point, and anfwered plainly to what, 
ifor clearing it, wias reafonably enough 
required of him. For the Biflhop, I 
fay, did not intend an Anfwer to this 
celebrated Difcourfe, but yet he jud- 
ged it requifite to take notice of what 
the Author had faid, fo far a3 concerned 
f he Controverfie himfelf was now en- 
gaged in. To which purpofe he ob- 
serves, that, astheExiftence ofan In- 
fipitp Beingcannot be proved from our 
clear and fimplp Ideas, whilft in truth 
WC have nofudi Ideas of it, fo neither 
is it neceffary iri relation to the belief 
pf the ever-blefled Trinity, that our 
Senfation and Refledionfurniflb us with 
plear ^nd finiplc Ideas of this Diftinfti- 
pn betw|?cf N^tupe apd Pjejfonj itber'' 
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ing fufficient that we firmly believe 
what God has revealed, though we 
do not fully comprehend the Nature of 
whatever is thus reveaiy. 

In anfwer to this Mn JLfcke com- 
plains, that what he wrote was with- 
out any thought of the Controverfie 
betwixt the Trinitarians and Vnitari* 
ansy and that he accounted himfelf 
wronged herein, fince his Nodons a- 
bout Ideas had no Connedion with 
any Objedions, that are made by o- 
thers againft the Dodrine of the Tri- 
nity, or againft Myfteries. But the 
Bifhop tells him; that to lay the Foun- 
dation of Certainty as to Matters of 
Faith, upon clear and diftinft Ideas, 
which was the Opinion his Lordfhip 
oppofed, does certainly overthrow all 
Myfteries of Faith, and excludes the . 
Notion of Subftanee out of Rational 
Difcourfe. And he profeffes the true 
and only Reafon of his looking into 
jthis way of Certainty by Ideas to have 
been, that he found it apply'd to pro- 
mote Scepticifm and In£kielity, and to 
overthrow the Myfteries of our Faith ^ 
adding moreover, that it was very 
pofiible his Meaning might be mi- 
* ftaken, or bis Notions mifapply-d, and 

that 
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that' he had therefore now a fair Oc* 
cafioni giren him to vindicate himfelf. 
and let theWorld fee, that he had no 
ill Defign, nor intended any Prcju* 
dice to the Chriftian Faith by what he 
hadpublifbed« The fame Method he 
alfo purfueS) and preifes more home 
upon him in another Letter : 'Where- 
in he proves Mr. L9cke% Notion t>f 
Ideas, to be inconfiftent with it fd^ 
and with the Articles of the Chriftian 
Faith, and puts him in mind^, that 
the readieft: way to dear himfelf from 
the Sufpicion of having intended to 
ferve the Intereft of Socinianifm and 
Infidelity, would be by openly de- 
claring himfelf to own the Do&rine of 
the Ttimty^ as it has been received in 
the Chrifttan Church, andisnowpro- 
fefl*d by oors, in the Creeds and Ar- 
\ tides of Religion : But yet a Decla^ 
ration that he would not by any means 
be broi^ht to. 

This Task our Reverend Biftiop had 
taken upon himfelf as a Divine, and a 
zealous Allerter of our truly Ancient 
and Catholick Faith. And who fo fit 
to undertake the Defence of the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints, as thofe 
who are in the higheft Stations, and 

of 



late Lord ^ifh^p of Worceftcr. ^i 

of the cbiefeft Abilities in the Charch> 
Their great Advantages above othert 
call upon them to ftand in»the Gaa 
and refolutely oppofe all thofe dim- 
rent Enemies, who are either audadi- 
ouOy affirontii^ fabtily oodermining, 
or imprudently weakning the ivei^ 
ty Evidences md Tmths of oar Holy 
lldigion. Thisoar grea^ Prdatewas 
too fenfible of to forbear emplo3ring 
himfelf in fo good a Work. He did 
not foi^et that his high Office in the 
Church of God was a Trufl: commit- 
ted to him, and for which he did ex- 
ped (Mie Day to give a drift account 
to his Sovereign Lord. And he would 
not fpare his Pains, £o long as' the 
iharp DiOiemper he had been fo long 
prefs'd with Qand which at lefngth put 
an end to his Life) would allow him 
the ufe of exerting his Abilities for 
them. He never valued the Trouble, 
I may truly fay, where be forefaw it 
might be ftv tlM benefit either of th6 
Diocefs over which he fo happily pre- 
fided, or the reft of the Nation. He 
was an unwearied as well as highly 
ufeful Labourer in his Lord's Vine* 
yard, fo long as it pl^afed God to 
sHIqw him Time and Strength for it.. 

IdJenefi, 
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•■. Mlehdft, tbit Itoft of rtie Soul, he 
had a^perfe^- Ayetfion to, both before 
^isiiaet'ik\y/»ia&vit\ccd to the E* 
paffopaV'Thrbne." Artti of tbefe bis 
ilafiiecDOS. -Works <already mentidtaed 
fUreiafaiabtodanB^DemonftraFtion, M 
jKti tfaere'are:f«»iHb otbersiVitI tt&miih- 
iDg:i As ttiefe A(il>))3f^>us Tra^s, of 
iurbiobfae'^faa^te^ii^jatityt thought the 
AdChdn'nnamety'y) W' Dijhioj/e cokiern- 
iugfibe'UnftiftriMemfs cf a tiew Seft* 
rdtiotiiffkthea^ehmiioffheOatihs'^ Ah 
4i'/mrto'a.p}ipei' Silvered by Mr.h(&i 
tpB vrf! Jas Execiai»i4oSir F.'C. Sheriff 
<>/.Londoh^ ALetitr to Dr.h. fm-refii^ 
^theSiJb&prick^ft. and W. ^ 
...i And; now at length if we atteiid 
jMoi tek Wir^jtery- the Place of bis par- 
tlCiilir.:€Uai^e, we (hall find, as might 
rebfonsbl^ be* expend from a Prelate 
of hisXibodnefs; Ability and Induftry, 
^hat be'lvould-not be wanting to make 
a due Jnfpedion into the State of his 
Pipcefsi. 4rid to 'eTrcitt:bis 'Clergy to, 
and inftfvd them in the faithful dif- 
chiirge of their Duty in their feveral 
StattdCs-:'. And as a worthy Inftance 
of his Pdternal Care in this Refpeft, bo> 
has: left behind him; a Colleftion of 
Chargest at his..Vifitations, incompa- 
X ..,:.J rably 
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rably learned and ufeful as we have 
ever feen : An admirable Pattern for 
ihofe that (hould come after to fol- 
Ibw him in. Thefe he pnblifhed foWc 
time before his Death, for fhe Infor- 
mation of others, as well as thofe io 
whom they had been tndre immediate* 
ly direded; and fuch as have feri^ 
oofly perufed themftinft needs be fen- 
'fijjfe how high a value" they otight 
to put upon tfeem:- ftere w^ haVfc 
moft compleatJy dlljilay'd thfe Nawffc 
atid Dignity of the Prfcftly Fiinalon; 
together with tbfe tJdties and-Rij^bti 
off it^ according tp- the Prin(:lple^ bath 
of Law and Cdnfciettce. ^ 

In the firfl: of -thefe CMfcourfesmadc 
at his Primary Vifitaiion, Oa. 7tfi. 
1690, after a btief,^ but uhatlfwerabfe 
Vindication of the Eplfcopkl Order, 
he proceeds td'ionfider thevliidifpen^ 
fible Duty of BiChops and their Pref- 
byterSj as to Relidence; Preaching, 
afid'tbe Cafe of their 1*1 ocks, arnd re- 
xidfflt^ekds to them & plain, praftiea?, 
uftfdl' way of Preaching;, a >dilig£flt 
C^ticbifihg of Children, a!*d a Care 
tb bring them to Confirmation 5 and 
not only a conftant, but devout Per- 
foYmnnce o£tl2@'Publick Officet cff th« 
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Church, together with a prudent Bet* 
iiaviour towards thofe who difleot 
from the Eftabli(h'd Church ^ aRea- 
dinefs to vifit the Sick, and to do it; 
not fotroaMj and fuperficially, 'but to 
its chief Ends and Purpofes ^ a F^ 
quent and Reverend Celebration of the 
Lord's Sapper, as the moft proper part 
df the Evangelical Worfliip j and 
la(Uy» a yery particular Care of their 
own Conviction, that it might ht 
fnch as becomes the Preachers of the 
Gofpel of Chrift, and thofe that are 
to be burning and (hining Lights in 
the Wodd. And the more efie^ually 
to prefs upon thein a Regular Oth 
iery9nce of their Duty in each of 
^e(e refpe^, he acquaints them what 
Authority the Bifhops us'd to have 
over the Clergy, by the Ancient Ec- . 
deikftical Law of this Realm, and 
what Cenfures they were liable to, in 
cafe of Offence. Concluding all with 
ab earned Exhortation to behave 
ftaemrelyes with fuch Care and CaQti- 
ott^ and fuch Fidelity in the difchai^e 
of their feveral Duties, as that him- 
felf might never be put to the uneafie 
Task of exerciHng the Power he had to 
proceed, agaittft Tranfgreflbn of the 

Ec- 
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Ecclefiaftical Laws. This was the 
Purport and Defign of his firft 
Charge. 

The next time for his Triennial 
Vifitation was 1693, when it is not 
to be fuppofed, if he were in any 
tolerable meafare of Health, that he 
would omit fo efTential a part of his 
Office, as this of meeting with his 
Clergy, and inftruding atki encoura- 
ging them in the faithful performance 
of their Duty, and an Enquiry after 
tlje Mifcarriages of any that might 
pofiibly have been le(s mindfol df it. 
Nor would he omit giving theen a 
Charge, of the moft proper and afc- 
ful Points for them: And therefore I 
moft mention, that what afterwards 
appeafd as a diftinaTreatifeofitfelf, 
(a compleat one indeed it is) was for 
the moft part firft delivered in his 
Charges this Year. His Difcourfe, I 
mean, cancerning Bonds of ReJignatipH^ 
For it is not unlikely, that in the dif- 
« charge of his Epifcopal Funftion, and 
particularly in giving Inftitotion to Bfr- 
nefices, he had met with Intimations 
of fuch Bonds having been required 
by fome unreafonableand unjuft Pa- 
trons which foon direfted hit Thoughts 

to 




^6 The Lifi of Dr. Scillingfleec, 

to this important Subjeft. But in fad 
it is plain, that he bad fuch an occa^ 
fion, to take into Confideration, the 
great Mifchief that is done, not only 
to the Sods of thofe who fuflFer theif 
Confdences to be thus enfnared, but 
in general to our Church and Religi^^ 
on, which cannot but be great fuffe* 
rers by thofe wicked Symoniacal Con^ 
trafts, eitherofthisorany other like 
nature, whereinto either Carelefs or 
Indigent Clerks are, too often drawn 
in orfer to a Livelihood in the World* 
And becaufe Bonds of Kefignation 
upon 'demand, fo long as no Sum of 
Money is either paid down, or arti* 
cled for before-hand, are too often 
thought a fafe Evafion of Simony, he 
here undertakes to prove that this 
Imagination; is grofly Erroneous, and 
they only delude themfelves with it 
He exprefles a lingular Tendcrnefs for 
the Rights of the Parochial Clergy, 
their Work and Duty being heavy and ' 
laborious, if it be petformed as it 
ought to be, and argues for them a* 
gainft the anreafonable ufage they too 
frequently meet with, that they ought 
not to have any new Burdens tmpofed 
upon them, ; onder a pretence of law^ 
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s^bich neither they norfheif Succeflbrs 
i^ill be able to bear ^ adding moreover, 
hat it was not meerly the Intereft of 
be Clergy, but of our Religion, whicH 
ies at ftake, and is liable to fufFer more 
/ays than one by this unjuftifiable 
4ethod, if it find Encouragement, 
nd under a pretence of Law, be re-. ^ 
ommended and put in pra£i:ice. And 
lie more fully to evince the Iniquity of 
hefe Bonds, he (hews them to be a^ 
ainft the intent of the Law, and 
iconfiftent with the Freedom that 
ught to be both in giving and taking 
n Ecclefiaftical Benefice^ and a breach 
f the Oath to be taken by every Ini 
umbent at the entrance upon his lA^ 
ing, againft Simony ^ which is not 
miced by the Statute ^t EUzabethdt^ 
nt was in being long before ^ and 
bat all the Pleas which are made foi 
[ich Bonds are infuflScient, and all 
-ading for Livings, if fuffcred to go 
npuniflied, will certainly ruin the 
eft Church in the World, by leflen-^ 
ig the Reputation of Churchmen, 
nd taking off the good Affedions of 
ie People^- and making them run 
ito Fadion and Infidelity; Thus foli- 
itous was he to cure this pernicious 
O and 
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and growing Evil : And the Evidence 
be iias brought againft it is fo ftdl and 
J&tisfaftory, from Reafon, Lavir, Con* 
fdence, and the dreadful Evils that 
may too probably enfue upon it, that 
none of the many Favourers of fo bad 
a Cuftom have, in all this time, ever 
, once attempted the Defence of it. 

The nevt Triennial was 1696, tb6 
laft the good Bifliopever faw; bad he 
outUv'd 1699, we (hould no doiAt 
have bad the Benefit of that too, feci' 
more Efleds of his Care, and Ufeful- 
qefs to his Clergy. But though 1^ 
was deny'd us, yet have we great ntt^ 
fon to be thankful for what 'totbw 
fupply'd us with, no lefs tbad thxet 
different Charges for the fame Yeaf, 
deliver'd at fo many feveral Places. ^ *' 
In the firft of thefe he treats of tht 
Tnift committed to the Parochial Clei^ 
gy, and the Duties hereby incumbent 
upon them, which he both explaiai^ 
and preiles upon them, from the Gqih 
fiderationof what was required ofrbi 
Levitical Priefb, befides that whidl 
was Typical and Ceremonial § and «l 
what God expeded from his Ftih^ 
phets, and the dreadful Condition tb€^ - 
muft be to, if they were not mindf 

t 
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[ io watn bis People accordingly 5 and 
I from the exprefs Cha^e that is given 
L in the New tefltttuHt, to feed the Flock 
^ ef Qody and he Examples to it .* And 
f then (hews the Preference of the Ecde^ 
' fiaftical jorifdidion and Proceedings^ 
for as now a long tithe fettled, before 
:_ a Parochial or Congregational Difdk 
|>Hne. And at laft reminds them 
Wherein a faitbfal Diligence in their 
' Office con(ifts, and what Coutfe they 
t id] ought to take in order to it. 
t> The Argument of the next being the 
F iMrticnlar Duties of the Parochial 
[ Clergy, he firfl; puts them in mind of 
^ tfaeindifpenfible Obligation they were 
\ tinder, as Labourers in thdr Lord's 
i Vineyard, Teachers and Paftors of bis 
^ flock, Ambafiadours from Chrift, and 
I Stewards of the Myfteries of God, un* 
L der all which Charaders, they are re^ 
\ iMtfented in the New Tefidmeut ^ and 
' then proceeds to a more particular E- 
Numeration of the feveral Duties re^ 
Iraired of them, with refpedt to the 
Lotd's'Daj^ and other times of Pub- 
Hck Wormip, exhorting them to 9L 
Godftantand diligent Preaching and 
Catechifiug, and a due and folemn Ce- 
lebration of the Sacraments ) as al(b 
O 3 to 
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to a Care to qualifie themfelves for re* 
folving Cafes of Confcience, and to 
fet their Pariftiioners a good Example 
of Vertuous and Holy Living; And 
laftly, in order to a right performance 
of all thefe Duties, he recommends 
to them a Confciendous Refidence a- 
mongft their Pari(hioners. Whidi 
Point he takes occafion to enquire into 
and fettle, with that wonderful variety 
of Reading and Obfervations, which 
was fo pecnliarly eminent in all hit 
Performances of this Nature. 

Hereto is fubjoin'da Difcourfe com* 
cerniftg the Maintenance of the Clergy\ 
which though printed as a diftind i 
Trafl:^ I take at firft to have been only 
« the -latter part of this fame Charge^ 
but no£ improbably enlarged beyond^ 
what was fpoken at the Vifitation; 
Thfsil the rather conclude, becaafib 
he had propounded to enquire into 
two^ things 5 ift. The Duties wheretpi 
his Clergjf flood obliged 5 and 2dly, T&fi 
Encouragement which the Law gives im^ 
Confideration of it. The latter of whidi. * 
Confiderations is not purfued in that 
former Difcourfe, but in theBeginniog). 
of this is declared to be tlie Subjea? 
be intended now to confider. Bur beb 

ibat 
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that as it will, it is certain, he gives a 
Learned Account of the Ma^fi and 
Maintenance fettled upon each Parilh- 
Priefl: , the Oblations that were wont 
to be made by the People, and of the 
Tythes that were given and fettled. 
The laft of which he infifts upon 
more largely, as to the Foundation in 
Law which they ftand upon, and the 
Rules that are to be obferv*d about 
them, the Exemptions that have been 
granted from Payment of them, and 
what Prefcriptions have obtained, and ^ 
Gompofitions have been made againft 
them. In all which Particulars he 4 

, fpeaks (as he does likewife in his two 

' Arguments in the Houle of Lords)more 
like one who had diligently -fpent his ' 

] time in the Study of the Laws, than 
one who had always appeared fo emi- 

: nent in his own particular Profeflion, 
In his laft of thefe Charges, faid 

^ to be delivered likewife in that Year 
1696, he treats very particularly, and 
with his peculiar wonted skill in Law 
and Hiftory, of immemorial Prefcrip- 
tions as to the Jurifdidions of the 
Archbijhops and Blfhops^ Archdeacons^ 
Jieans and Chapters^ the feveral Oflicers 
pf the Bifhops Courts, and the fettling 
/ ' G 3 of 
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of the Pounds and Rigbtiof Pariflie$, 
and that general Pradice and Allonr- 
ance which is the Foundation and Mea- 
fure of the Common-Law ^ and thence 
jcnquires concerning the Pope's Canons 
and Decrees, how far they have been 
receiv'd here, and how far not 5 coa- 
jceming the Power of making Canons 
owned by Ad of Parliament, con- 
perning the Right and Manner of fqm* 
noning Convocations, and the due 
obfervation of the Canons made hf 
them. Befides feveral other very con- 
fiderable Obfervations interfperfed, id 
irelation to theBifhops Right of keep* 
ing their Courts in their own Natnesj 
a Lay-Patron's Power to revoke his 
Prefentation, the Months allow'd for 
Prefentin^ whether Calendar Months 
pr to be reckoned by Weeks, the AV* 
lowablenefs of felling a Right of Jd^ 
- , - pjwfo/t, ace. 

Never were more Learned Charget 

.given at any Vifitations, norcon^der* 

if' >ng the Author, was it to be expefisd 

that there (hould< Charges, fiill ol 

folid ^nd inftrudive Senfe, rational) 

1 and judicious Explications and Rjefq* 

iH >4 |utions, Ujervous Arguments, good Law^ 

and found Divinity, ctifprcefl with fc». 
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riousand religious, weighty and con* 
vincing Authorities, Ef»fcopal and 
Paternal, and yet gentle and friendly, 
obliging and highly nfeful Admoniti- 
ons ami Exhortation!. The Subjeds 
infifted upon were Aich as required a 
lai^e meafure of Underftanding to treat 
of them aright, and the Management 
olr them fo far from deceiving, as to 
exceed the utmoft Expedation of the 
Auditors. And oh ! that not only thofe 
who heard them, bat all the Clei^ 
that read them likewife, would mdc4 
it their conftant ftudy to reduce theqi 
to practice, 'twould be both to their 
own great Advantage, and that of the 
PeopleccMtimitted to their Charge, the 
unwearied Care of whom he fo zea- 
loufly and fo eaitieftly recommends to 
them. Thus we fee his hearty Concerdi 
for his Clergy, that they might be 
duly mindful of their Paiioral Cbai^, 
to feed the Flock of God, with which 
they were intrufted, and night in all 
things (hew themfelves as St. Patl di* 
rea«l, Ttt. 2. 7, 8. Pskmt of go»d 
Works^ in DtiSriMt fbembig Vtuempf* 
nefsy Gravity^ Snceritf^ finmd ^eth 
that cmmt be cntdeumtd ^ thtt is to / '^ 

fa^, True Oodrine, coanng witbiiicfa 
O4 clear* 



\ 
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dearncfs of Expreffion and Gonvifti- 
on, as not to be liable to Cenfure, and^ 
(hat they might be as the fame Apoftle 
exhorts Ttmotbyy 2 Tim. 2. 24, 25.' 
Ge/ttle unto all Men^ apt to teach, pati- 
ent, in vpeaknefs inJiruEfing thdfe that 
oppofe themfdves 5 if God peradventure 
tpould give them Repentance, to the ac* 
kncwpledging of the truth. 

And as he took care to inftruft and 
encourage his Clergy in the perfor- 
mance of their Office, fo was he mind- 
fal alfo of his own in puniChing others 
for their grofs Violations of God's 
Laws 5 as was particularly done, on 
Midlent-Sundajf, 1 6^)6, to fome OflFefl- 
ders in the Parifh of Old-Svpinford in 
the EMocds and County of Worcefter^ 
whom he not oftly fubjefted to the 
Churches Cenfures for their Wicked- 
oefs, but that this Corredion might 
fnake thei bettei* Impreffion upon them- 
felves and others, when the Reverend 
l^r. Fordi, the worthy Reftor there, 
had.preached two Sermons fuitableto 
that fpJemn Oitfeafioh, inviting the reft 
of the Corigrc^ptibn to do their feveral 
l^arts in order to the reftoring fuch in 
\ (he Spirit of Mcekriefe, and admoni- 

w>^ piingthe .Offenders themfclves to be 

i ' : 'v * ; ' fincerc 
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fincere and hearty in their Repentance^ 
as the only Means of receiving any Be- 
nefit by it, this excellent Prelate took 
occafion to add a Preface to thefe Ser- 
mons, recommending theufageof fuch 
Proceedings againft Notorious Offen- 
ders, as what (to ufe his own words) 
would bring more Honour to our Churchy 
and the Religion eftahli/hed among Wf^ 
than the warmefi Difputesfir ourConJii* 
tutiofij without regard to the PraEfice 
of it. Here he alfo takes notice of the 
too common Complaints of hard and 
irregular Proceedings in the Spiritual 
Courts^ and replys, as it is too true, 
that there are no Courts but are liable 
to Abufes, but there is a difference to 
be made, between fuch as arife from 
the Rules and Orders of the Courts, 
and fuch which come only from the 
Perfonal Faults of thofe who are em- 
ployed in them. The -Methods of Pro- 
ceeding in thefe Courts, he obferves 
to be as ancient atleaft as of any other 
Court pf the greateft Efteem among us. 
But where the Fault lies only in the 
Perfons, he profeffes a hope that upon 
joOi Complaints effedual care would be 
taken to puniih the Tranfgreffors, and 
to prevent the like for (he future* 
'^: ' And 



\o6 The Life df Vr. Stillingflcct, 

And if there hive been fcandaloas Of- 
fenders, whkh through the negleft 
of the Clergy, or the proper Officers, 
liave not been prefented, he coaldnot 
but think it |a(i: for the blame to lie 
where it oogbt, and that the EccleGs" 
fiical Courts have no reafon to be 
charged with other Mens &ulti He 
Goinmends Dr. Ford for his Readinefs 
to have the Court duly informed of 
the Mifcarriages and Crimes commit- 
ted in his Parifh, and brin^g the 
0£Fendors to Publick Shame for them. 
And then condudes with a hearty 
Prayer that his feafonable and ufefid 
Difcourfe then preached might an- 
fwer the good Ends for which it was 
defigned. OfthisPre&ce, I have here 
taken the more notice, becaufe it is 
great pity it (hould be wholly loft, as 
it might otherwi(b have protttbly 
been in a little time, being only pre- 
fit'd to the forementioned Sermons, 
which it's to be doubted may never be 
any way known to tar the greateft 
prt of the Nation, and befides, may 
be in a while forgotten by moft of 
thofe that now know them. 

\ Thefe are the E9keta of his Epi(; 

"- V copal Care, which faimfelf has thought 

i ft- 
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0ttocomtniinicatetothe Worid, Hot 
jtfae Inftrudion of others as well at 
thofe of his own Diooefs, and have 
been for divers Years abroad in the 
World. But befides thefe there are 
alfo two valuaUe Inftances of his 
Jud^ettt in the Houfe of Lx>rdS) in 
the Cafes of two iihcoinRK»i Appeals 
brought into that Houfe, whilft his 
LordCbip was a Member of it ^ the for- 
mer relating to the Vifitation of Ex^ 
etef College in the Univerfity of Ox- 
fbrd, by the Right Reverend Father 
in God, fMMtbax, theti Lord Bi(bo]:» 
of Exm (now of Wincbeftfr) the 
other felating to a Grant ad Rttitten- 
dnm^ made to the Right Reverend Fa- 
ther m God, TbeHtaSt then Lord Bi- 
(hop^ Lincoln, (now his Grace the 
Lord ArchbKhop of Canterhmy ) for 
holding the Vicarage of St. MfrZ/nr to- 
gether with his Bilfaopridc, only for a 
certain Term, and tl^ Righ^f Prefen- 
tation ^pon the Expiration of that 
Term, whether belonging to the 
Crown, or to the proper Patton the 
hariA^Qaop oi London, i^cfa of thefe 
Debates his LordQiip thouf^t .<wor* 
thy of his ferioDS Confideration, and 
freely icfiiafx-d h|s Seqtiiiients upon 
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them, pleadingwith great clearnefs of 
Exprcffion, great ftrengtb of Reafon, 
dofen'efs of Argument, and numerous 
Precedents both from Law and Hiftory, 
and anfwering all the Arguments 
brought on the contrary part. 
' What Influence thefc Excellent Ar- 
guments had in determining the Mat- 
ters then under Confideration, I can- 
not pofitively fay, but in faft it is cer- 
tain that Judgment was given in both 
Cafes purfuant to the Intent and Aim 
of them. Thefe and many other 
Speeches which he made in that Houfe, 
(hew how weir he appeared to what 
excellent purpofe he fat there* Nor 
mnftLomit mentioning to what ge- 
neral Satisfadion he presided in his 
Cathedrsil and Ccnfiftory Court at 
Worcejier.^ In the Vifitation of which 
Church, he was as conftant as of his 
Diocefs, and as careful to make the 
beft ufe qf it 5 both telling and (hew- 
ing them /le came thither for more 
than forms fake : And therefore he 
opened every one of them with a 
Speech proper to the.occafioa of iheir 
Meeting, and his Defign in calling 
\^ them together. In which he always 

- V wprefs'd himfelf; w&hthat Juftfenfe 
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of his own Power, and of their Rightis 
too 5 with that refolution to amend 
what was amift, andyejt tendemefs 
in the doing of it, that all of them 
could not \kxt be fenfible 4iis only Aim 
was doing good, and therefore they the 
more readily joy ncd in doing their part 
towards it.' ' 

: The Refidence of the! Canons was 
•what he much defir'd to ' fee -regular 
and conftaht ; as a thingrof Duty in it 
felf. Honour to the Church, and Bene- 
fit to the Plate. But after fome Pro- 
pofals and Trials for that puipofe, he 
perceived the fureft and eafieft way, 
would be fettling it anew by the Royal 
Authority. For though the Dean and 
Chapter had found it neceflary to in- 
force and fix Refidence, by an Aft of 
their own, pafs'd fome Yeiars before, 
for that purpofe, and afterwards con- 
firmed by the then Bifhop in his Vifita- 
tion ; yet being different from Statute 
both in the Number of the Perfonsre- 
fiding at once, and the Time of their 
continuing fo, . the Bi(hop (though 
he lik'd the Defign) declar'dit was 
void by thofe Statutes which allow 
no Power but the Royal to alter or 
difpenfe with any one of them, \But 

had 
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had they, to confirm it, got a ^oaA 
Seal, he (hould not have objefted a- 
gainft that $ and now he would make 
it the Gronnd of the Statutes fo^ 
Kefidence in the defigti'd Retifal of 
them« 

As for the old ones, he could not 
but fay they were too haftily and 
inconfiderately drawn up, and no het* 
ter tranfcribed, as was obvious from 
the Copy in ufe there* To remedy 
this he got the various Ledions from 
a MS. in Bennet Cellege Library ^ hat 
they in many tnftances did not at all 
mend the matter. And to the Origin 
nal there was no R^ecourfe, for in the 
time of Queen Mary that was delive^^ 
red up by Dean HollMtd to Cardinal 
Vole. 

When therefore he began to in joyn 

Refidence iblely on the Foot of thd 

Statutes, the Canons themfelves ob)e- 

6^ed, that the Statutes were obfcure 

and ambiguous in that matter ^ there* 

by owning both the Need and Ad van* 

Ugt tbeiie would be of making all plaid 

and on a fure Bottom ^ fo in order to 

Ity be got Copies of the Statutes of o* 

K ther Churches of K. H. Vlllth's Foun* 

V dation* Some of tbafe had the AI-^ 

i^ tcfa* 
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terations and Additions that were (for 
the good of thofe Bodies) propofed 
in King Chtrles the Ift's time, and had 
been adnally given to them if the foo 
ceediag Troubles had not made other 
Matters more necelTary to be minded. 
This, though above 70 Years agoe» 
tvas the third Attempt that way (finoe 
King Henrys Foundation of the Deans 
and Canons of that Church) toaccooH 
tnodate Matters better to the State of it, 
and fnpply fuch Particulars as had been 
at fir ft overlook'd, by the King's Com>- 
miffioners authoris'd to give thgt Bedjr 
of Statutes. 

The Bi(hop having feen thefe Steps* 
and got tbefe Helps towards it, judged, 
and plainly fhew'd it was a thing fea^ 
fable and commendable i and indeed 
^r the Satlsfadion and Intereft of all 
Parties concerned, as fuch he recom- 
mended it at his Viiitation juft before 
his laft Journey to London. Where, 
if Life had permitted, he would wil» 
lingly have followed, and not been 
long, before he had happily effe£te4 
it. 

Then as for his Confifiory Court % 
npon hisfirft coming thither, he foon 
found it funk in its RepotatioR and 

Ufe- 
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Ufefulnefs, through the long abfence 
of the Chancellor occafioned partly by 
his age and diftance from it. And to 
remedy all Defers and Abufes, he of- 
ten declared , as his moft Learned 

rT'p^p '^"^^^ J"^S^ ^^'^^ ^^^' That the Com- 
i^mtefcuefel T^^re ebliged to be faithfiit to theif 
y.Noip. Clients^ yet not to manage their Caufes 
in Juch a manner^ as Jujiice Jbonld he 
delay d J nor Truth fnpprefs'd, to promote 
which^ was as much the Duty of their 
Callings as it was the Office of the Jud^ 
gesj though not in fo eminent a degree* 
And not only to advife, but lead them 
to it, he in two or three Court-days 
difmifs'd moft of the Caufes then de- 
pending, in which generally few Pro- 
ceedings had been made then a fiet in 
proximum, upon the flighteft Preten- 
ces. This he did for the prefentgood, 
and to fecure it for the future, and to 
make the Court it felf very ufeful and 
beneficial to the People, it being an 
ancient and legal part of our Conjfti^ 
tution (which he has (hewn in his Pre* 
face to Dr. Fords Sermons, and his 
Treatife of the Ecclefiafticat JurifdiSfi- 
on) he not only took care it ihould 
not fuffer through the Faults of , the 
Perfons concerned in it, but that they 

(hould 
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(feould have no colour to juftifie thetn- 
felves from any Ruleis in ufe there. He 
faw there was need of corifidering 
them, having too often obferv'd, that 
much of the time Was fpent in littld 
Artifices, and the manner of proceeding 
rather than on the Subjeft Matter', o^ 
Law in difpute. And therefore hd 
direded the Chancellor, Regifter arid! 
Proftors of the Court to confider of 
the moft compendious and effeftual 
Rules and Methods, fot their future 
Proceedings in all Canfes« So afteil 
many Conferences held together, and 
Schemes drawn, one was compofecf 
and prefented by them to his Lordfhip, 
by whom too it was examined and ap- 
proved, and then Subfcribed by thenf 
all, thus intituled. Rules given by the 
Right Reverend Father inGody Edward, 
Lord BiJhopofWorCcdery tobe obfer^ 
ved by the ProSors and other Officers 
of the Confiflory Court of Worceftef, 
and figfied by the Chancellor^ Regiflet' 
and ProSarsof the [aid Court. Where- 
by it plainly appears, that many ufe- 
lefs and obfolete Terms aftd FornSs are 
laid afide, and none but fuch as aref 
ileceflary and reafonable retained or 
inferted j and through the whole botfat 
H tbtf 
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the Praaifers and Parties that only re- 
gard and parfue Joftice smd Right, are 
incouraged by a quick and judicious 
Difpatcb^ and the Vexatious and Di- 
latory are as certaioly punifhed for 
ever)r^ unrcafpnable delay. And as 
RulesTthus fit to be obferved, they 
have received the Approbation of the 
Learned Judges and Advocates of the 
Honourable Courts in DoSors Com* 
mons^ in Appeals tranfmitted to them. 
During his Time, many Matters of 
Importance and Difficulties were 
brought there, but he went through 
them all, with as much Eafe to him*> 
felf, and Satisfa&ion to others, as 
tould in fuch Cafes be expeded : For 
he conftantly examined things with 
that Dexterity and Sagacity^ determi- 
ned them with that Integrity and Im- 
partiality, and ( if there feetn*d any 
occafion) fupported his Sentences with' 
that Evidence and Clearnefs of Law 
and Reafon, that hardly any of thofe 
upon whom they pafs^d, but receiv'd 
them ( as indeed they ought to be ) 
with a jufl: Opinion of, and Submifii- 
on to them. 

Among feveral Gaufcs worthy to 
be taken notice of^ I (hall choofe to 

men* 
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liieritioti two, which he fobkjJSrticular 
cafe of, and- becaofe ! eferi |IVe it in 
bis owti ^vdfds. , t-; 

The fifft a trial i*i biS^G*^Jf^(?r> a- 
bout the JksFitfondiiiiid J^mhfield: 
To which Wi4 fet 6ji ttitTitTd of the 
Growil j dfld of i twb ooSfBdetabie Cen- 
tletneii. 'thbDi^ ippmtc& for !^a- 
tWg it, iWis-^heineW- aftter- the Mzw 
w Wi>t'(;iftkj'i''X\iit th6 GicJfiticiidf that 
Cirouii ftilight-k«bk<6'ftH!6iidiie.i And 
the chiefeft ©f tfeetrt WeW^fthiped 
.■on one fids o* dtHer (flaf'^'tBit ' ^ 
iflde rtlighl fuffell for WSaiit-bf W.'bnei 
nif them Was oiif two Gd«,- fifft di h^ 
"sdeclarfed fof the' Cfown, fttld then for 
f his other Client) who Wife flrft jilea- 
•fed to cottpkitierit hJm on their api 
^peafiflg thefebefofe him, -and dfter- 
wafds in theit pleading, By keeping 
doft to thd Point in hand; The 
Aifthef Accbiiflt of this Mattef, t 
fdhail flow git6^' yod, ai faithful- 
iy tratifffilttdd to ffie In his owri 
Words. 

' '* Mgnfi tht ttk ii^$, the CsiuCci 
** was heard in the Coh^ory-CoUH, ray 
?*' felf ptefertt, afld a ifttj goOd Jory 
»** of 1 8 Clergy and Laity, add the betf 
I*' CourfCfl e»i ttie Ciroiiit retained, Whc 
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"neglefted nothing that ferv'd for 
" their purpofe on any fide. 

" The main Plea for, the King was, 
** that the Prior and Convent of Dud- 
*' /^ had prefented fix or feven times, 
" as appear'd by our Regifters § and if 
*' it did belong to them, then it fell to 
" the Crown upon the Dillolution. 

"* It was pleaded in behalf of Mr. 
^^^olliff, that it paffed from the CroMB 
" to the Duke of N«rth. land fo caoe 
** tohis Anceftors \ but this could ndt 
** be macb out ; for the Grant beitf 
"** fuppofed, was only of Tythes, ani 
^' the Patent 19 th Jacobi to explaii 
*' it, was called a Vr»ling latent 2ixA^ 
" no EfFeft in Law. 

. *' Mr. Jervoife pleaded the two lafl 

" Prefentations by his Anceftors, wh^> 

" purchafed the Mannor of Weelj (10 

*' which this Advowfon was appeih 

*' dant, as his Council faid ) of the 

"Berkelejrtf for which theyproduc'd 

** a Leiger-Book of their Family; and 

^ " Berkeley had contefted the Rjglit 

" of Advowfon with the Prior ^nd 

•' Convent, A. D. 1479. upon whicb 

*' a Jhs Patronatus was granted, and 

% ' "the Prior and Convent appealed 

J^ " to theArches} where their Appdfl 

^2. "H 
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** was difmifs'd 5 but in the mean time 
** the Living was lapfed, and the Bi- 
** (hop collated. 

" J,D, 1558, upon the Death of 
*' Walker^ Squire was prelented by Le- 
** vejiof/^ by vertue of a Grant from 
" the ftior and Convent to certain 
**Traftecs 21 H. 8. and this Clerjt 
" was admitted 3 Jan.iS$B, Q.Mioy 
** died Notfember 17. A^D. 1587. 38 
'* fi/fe. (he pfefented Jacob White, per 
" li^fitMy zi appear'd by the Regi(ter„ 
'* Bat how could this be if ft were the 
r* Right of the Grown ? unlefs we t^^ 
T poie wrong Information. 
■ "-4.D.1639, S\tT:b.Jerwnfep9Xit' 
'^ ed the next turn to PBittebds White. 
" who ptefented Timatfy White slnd 
" died Incumbent. A. D. 1660, Tihm, 
** 3ferw7yc then prefented Dn Hinkkji^ 
** who held it to April, i^9J5 but 
*• there M^ere feveral Trials between 
** Glffoer, who had the King's Title, 
** and Hittkley z, and at an Affizes here, 
** the Jury brought it in an Advowfoa 
** in Groft by fpecial diredion of the 
** Judge 5 but it was over-rul'd above, 
** as- may be feen in Vaugbani and Sir 
** Tho. Jones's Reports 5 but the main 
^ Point there was upon the Demurrer, 
H 5 " ThQ 
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" The QueftioQ before us, was not 
" upon a Writ of Kight, but to wbofe 
'' Clerk 1 was to give Inftuution ^ and 
"for that fh?. Ppfl^ffioP ^ Jervoife 
" wa$ thought the beft Qround by the 
" Jury i and aqcordingly Igav^ it. 

'' But J wpis qpt fatisQp4 (4x>ut the 
^f.Qnginal Title of the Prior ^nd 
^y f^nvfnt oi Dudley. 
c " A Con^Fpi^tion of (hQ Gr^nt of 
" the CukU ofNartbfield by Gervaifi 
** JP^ne/ thp Fpup^er, by Pope lMci(^ 
M(4^ gd. wa? pfroduced in Court, but 
!Vaincel|ed and could qpli; b? r^jwij 
* but it apjp^^f s by fhp Cppy in the 

po-j. ' .? f 9Pv SUdlt^fe t|ie Cburph is g^yen 

r.<to th.e Rripry of DfKdJey cum (^^elh 

%4iCoftttit.^}3^t k is ©bf^ryayc; 

yj^lHat thofftQ^ l^ull requires t^emto 

i''j\y3S to anf\ff r |p the ^i^pp *> ^Jpiri* 
^^Jaalihuf, ^nd ^o the Prjot i» T«atp»ra- 
^Aihn-, Wiifih was the Fprw oJF an 
,',/ipprqpriatiqq at thqt ti^ie 4 , for as 




^ut fucban Appcopriation apdj^Re* 
V "*. * '" ^ory wpr? jncoufiftent, asi I toM the 
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** Council, airrcl defired them to dear it. 
"But they did not, but talked, that 
**" all Rights ofAdvowfons were at firft 
** in Grofs and not appendant to ^^''Z^- 
■Mannorsj which was a great mi- ^^^n^^nf 
*^ ftake in fuch Learned Lawyers, as P'^^rpro- 
** could eaffly feare (hew'd 5 but f tor- l^amTh. 
** bore out of refpeft to them. How- ^. Dugd 
^ ever it doth not dear this Point, for ^J^'''' P' 
" the Advowfon in Grofs is riot men- ^ ' 
" tioned in the Original Grant, but 
" the Church is given, i. e. the Pro- 
•* fits, which if the Grant hold gopd, 
^ muft entitle them to the Reftory it 
." felf, and then, how could they fo 
"often prefent a Reftor as they 
." did 5 and ' it is owned by them 
" to be a Reftory in their Prefentati- 
** ons. 

•• The feveral Bifhops of Wor^effer 
** finding a continued courfe of Pre- 
" fentation by the Prior ^nd Convent 
" to the Reftory of Nortbfield enquired 
" no further x no body appearing to 
" conteft their Right, till Berkeley did 
** it, -4. D. 1479 5 and then the Biftiop 
" granted a Juf Patronatuf^ and after 
" that the Appeal of the Prior and 
" Convent was difmifs'd : So that after • ^ 

" the Conteft^ no Prefentation of theirs - 

H 4 " ap- , 



cc 
cc 

cc 



f%ff The Life of Pr. StiUingflcct, 

*^ appears in our KegiEten, till that 
"blind one, AD. 1558. 

^'Berkeley's Title feems to ftand 
" thus, Nort&field belongs to the Man- 
*' nor of IVieelj, which was in the 
" Berkele/s, and derived fiom Reger 
Berkeley^ who married the Sifter of 
Gervaife Pajnel the Founder of the 
" Priory, who was the Relift of fahit 
■* de Somery^ whofe Pofterity were 
" Barons of Dm<//«;. But the Eftate 
*' fell to two Coheirs 10 fi. 2. and by 
^* the elder Sifter the Title of Lord' 
" Dudley pame to ShUom. It feems this 
V Willum Berkeley was not fatisfied 
^' with the 7*itlc of the Priory and 
" Convent, and hoped to recover it, 
** as Thomas Berkeleyhzdi^Qnt the Re> 
*' (ftory of Slimridge ( in the Dlocefi 
*' of Worcefier at that time) from the 
*' Abbey of Glwcefter, who pretended 
^' that it was given to them by Riiger 
*' Berkeley, A, D. 1146. It appears 
" by this that there were fome pre- 
'* tended Donations ofthis kind, which 
*' coold not bear a Conteft. This Cafe 
was afterwards heard at the Commom- 
ffle/^y and Judgment was given for 
Mr. Jervoife againft the Pretpnpe pf the 
^ J^ing'sTjtle, ■ • . . 
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The other I promifed to give fome 
Account of, was a Caufe promoted 
j^ainft one Haymes of Fecktftiuim, for 
Inceft with bis own Sifter's Ba(bnl. Bat 
a Rule for a ProhibiticM] out of the 
Kings-Bench, iffoed in Biliorjf Term, 
6W, 9. and by yertue of that the Pro- 
ceedings were ftay'd until Trmity Term. 
8 W. 9. when upon hearing a Learned 
Argument from William Dofyns, Efqi 
at that Barr, the Court awarded a 
Confultation j and Haynes fubmitted 
to the Penance injoyn'd him. 

Some Authorities in that Argument 
being fuch as lay out of the w^y of a 
common Lawyer, the Court could 
not but wonder at hearing them urg'd 
there; but Mr. Dobyns was too modeft 
to take the Honour of it to himfel^ 
fo in the Condufion faid he was be- 
holden to a Learned Friend of his 
for them. It was indeed to the Bi(hop 
himfelf, who (ent him by Letter a 
full account of that matter ; which I 
will now pre(ent the Reader with, 
having had the favour of a Copy ox 
it from an undoubted Hand, and is as 
follows. • 

" The Reafon I have fent my An- 
^' fwer no fooner was the Abfence of 
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" Wr, Rcgifter tbefc Holy-days,' fo 
|)*'^Hwk t^^ Aftsof the Court were not 
^!,l^eli«ft|j^d to me tiU ibis Day : By 
*fm^b&9b;l£a(i that the material Arti- 
v^Iqii arQ^> that by tbeTaUe of Mar- 
*'rtfBe%fet forth by Authority, A D. 
' 11^9* it is exprefs'd, that a Man Is 
** fanNitO^arry bisSifter'a Daughter, 
V 9fl4;}(:hllt TA. Hejfins ot Feckeuhdm 
*' «ad^jJB«Mr were Brother and Sifter, 
'* a^'tJMrays Co reputed § that this Si- 
^O^rl^da Natural Daughter called 
"Sarah, who waf married to Tt. 
*^ finjftff brother toEteoMor (bme Years 
*'nPQB,.anli bath had Children by 
f*!bw, »t Ie*ft one. ■ 
i. *tTbie Allegation on the other fide 
" coqfiftj of thefe things, (i.) That by 
**. tb» gfatiKQ 33 H. 8. c. 98. it isena- 
*' (&9d« T^ir^' iy<t Refervatiiut or Prohi* 
'* iiiiiaff, Gmi's Lt» except, fhaUtroubie 
*t or mpt0cb lenjt Matviega without the 
** Leviliifai T)egrees, • in A that n» Per^ 
*tfpeih aeimtted in atrp SpiHtual Courts 
" *♦ anjL^rt^fs^ P/«*,". «n Allegation 
^ fentrify^athtfndAQi^ and that the 
r Marriage' cow impcacfa-'d was not 
'* nor is againft God's Law, or within 
" fhe lUevitioal Degrees j (a.) Or at 
.*! l«aft it Is not fo objefied. (3.) That 

"the 
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** the nearnefs c^ the Kindred wA»aii> 
^' known to the Parties at the ti«e 
*^ of Marriage, Ib.<hat here are three 
*' Points. 

i. ^ Whfltherthis Marriage be writh- 
; ** in th6 Statute? in ' 

iS. ^-Whether the not laying it ^o, 
" ai to be againfb God's Law, or 
*' within the Lsvitical Degree^ 
" mitkes the Court liabie to a Pro- 
'*:hibitioo? 1 
3^*S Whether there were facfh. I^ 
•' '*! noranca as to E^cufe theib H ■■ 
■■■• .••' . \- ni "' ; r. ..• ■' 

I.. ** Astothefirft^4conldisotii«v6 
thought this could hff?e'barn a Dif- 
poteinaiiy Coui^m Cbrifttodom. 
Fbr.the fayin^k i^not againft 'Gq|(l|s > 
*' Law is.^ overthrow all Inceft oh 
" the. account of ConCa^uinity) 'for 
** that depends not ppon Manriagp^ <>r 
*' not Marria^, hit/thcNearaent of 
*' Blood.'- 1$ it pt^blafor anj^Maii 
" to Jhlok, that oecaufe theSiAer was 
*■ not married, therdbre her Daoi^ter 
** is not fo near in Kood to her Bifo- 
" ther as (he had been if (be had been 
'* married* The words of the Law 
" jjire plain, Levit. iB. 6. Nofie pfjfo* 
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^^JbaB approach to any that is near ef 
** Idn to himiy the Vulgar Latin truly 
^' renders it, ad proximum Sanguink 
^^ fni non accedet 5 and all the other 
" Verfions agree with it, that it is to 
" be underftood of a Relation by Na- 
^' ture and not meerly by Marriage. 
"The words originally fignifie the 
" Remainder of thy Fleth, i. e. any 
" Perfon that ccunes near to the fame 
^' natural Stock. And the Jws who 
" beft underftood the proper Senfe of 
" thefe words, do affirm, that if the 
"Pferfbn be equally near in Blood, 
" whether born in Marriage or not, 
*' it is equally forbidden. For which 
ScMen. de^ ^ ^^^^ ^^ S^^e Mr. Scldens words, 
y.M fy " whofe Authority < may be xnoreie- 
^o \ \qi* ** gafded than any Civilian's or Ca- 
. ^''^^-nonift's: Eandem aiunt effe rationem 
" Fratrk ex Stupro vel Adtdtewio ab at- 
" termtro Parente fufeepti^ e^ ejus qui 
^^^Tboro natus eji ligitimOy uti etiatn 
^^iS^orif. And he goes on, Tantundem 
^^ babent de Amlik d^Materterliy diver^ 
^^ fam non effe five ex Nuptiis five ex 
^^ Stupro feu Adnlterio alteruticus Pa- 
rentis prognata fiterit^ modo eo na- 
tnralis Sanguinis genere^ eum de cujus 
Nfiftiisj qusritnr conting4t : Sp that 
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^^ as long as the Blood is the fame, the 
** Inccft is as great, whether born in 
*' Wedlock or not 5 and becaufa you 
'^ tell me, fomebody faid, that a Man 
** might marry his own Baftard, I 
" (ball repeat fome more words of his : 
^^ Idem diunt defiliifive ex Z)xare amte 
^- Nuptias five aliimde ex Stupro Mt 
" AdMlteri genita. 

"But this was not Mr. Seldens O- 
'^ pinion alone, for Pufrndarf faith 
"the fame; Idquoque ^^^^^^etidum^^^f^^ 
*' Hebr£os aniiquos in Camndnis pro- c. u * 
■* bibitis Fratmm (^ Scrornm nihil pu- 
" taffe interejfe ': Dtmm Sarar ilia forSe 
•* ex Adulterio fuerit concept a^ -Mn ex 
legitimo Concubita. Adeoque qnantam 
^^ ad frohibitionem Matrimonii fro So* 
" rore hohebatur^ qH£ ex alicujus Nover^ 
c^ e^ Adultero genita erat. 

As to theSenfeof the Civil Laws, 
Zepper affirms, Ut nihil intereffe Leges 
Civiles dicant^ an ex Jujiis Nnptiis 
*' an ex injufiis vel illegittmk Cog* 
" natio defcendat^ an verd non^ nam ex 
fcortatione natam fororem^ nxorem 
ducere non licet : Zepper de Leg* 
Mofal Forenfibus, L 4. c. 19. p. 
502. 
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''Ggtriel PaleaMs a great Ci?iliart 
»^aIld a Canonift faithy Cnm expnjfk 
^'multis loch & Ctvilt , & Pdntificio 
^'Jilre traditnm p nihil inUre/e ad 
^ iikPediendnm m^tfimminm^ an ex 
"yij/lf J Nnptis cognaiii defcendat aH 
V M/»jto; PaIeot;d6 NGftbis 8c SptliiiS, 
^' €. 7. R. ^, 3. Arid, he ddds forthef, 
" Id vero it a receptum.dkiinr ni ifuam^ 
" VM tmHfk in rthm ilUgitimt natl 

nifllnm /mf ConjunSijtmis a poire du^ 

cant in 'Mc mtk tdAen Caufh ubi de 
" Mafrimanio agitur^ VolnerHnt Leges 
" eoirum perinde d£ legiiimmwn rationed 
^^ bah^Hdam^ eo qn^d in MAtrimofiiii 
*' l^aturalejfnf & Vndifr imprimk infpi- 
" ciendmsefi. 

" It iito no purpofe to prcklQce any 
" more Authorities fince by thefe wd 
" fee that the Jw/ fo under ftood thd 
*' Lavtr of God, and the iame Setife 
•' is received in the Civil and Cahoil 
•'La*. 

" But to cotoe nearer home, for J 
** know how little Foreign Authorities 
'^ are regarded in thefe Courts 5 we 
" have a folemn Declaration to thd 
" fame purpofe in the Tahler of Dd^ 
** grees of Confanguinlty and Affinitf as 
** to Marriage^ fct out by Archbiihop 

*' Paf^ 
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*' Parker^ and confirmed by the Ci* 

** non$, A. D. 1603. Capf. 59. there 

^^ is this Rule, Item quod fecmidnm 

^^ leges ^ Canfaffguinitas impediem ^ 

** dijfolvens Matrtmonium contrMiur^ 

*' tarn ex illicito Coiti Virn & Mnlieris 

^^ qua ferju/ias eefundum Nuptios. And 

". mj Lord Chief Jaftice Vaughd^ iit 

" the Cafe of Hiff and Good. fol. 317. 

*' faiffa, T6at ifS^a Uwfkl CdHi» k 

*' Marrhge be 'declared to. he agaikjl 

** Qod's LatP^ we piuji admit it t4 be 

**y&» for a lavpfiil Canon is the Law 

** of the Kingdom as well as the Law 

" of the Land. And this he fpftlks 

** on occafion of this very Canon. Now 

" by this Table the Sifter's DaughtdiJ \% 

" exprefly mentioned, ^ 

^'' by t\\t{:t things this Matter «p- 
*V pears fo clear to me^ that I think 
** Jittle more need to be added. 

•' All the Objeftions I have beard 
" are^ 

I. " That the Common-Law takes 
" no notice of the Canons. 

" This appears quite otherwife in a 
*' matter of Marriage, as is plain by 
** Vaughans Argument in that Cafe. 

ta. •' That by Law Baftards are tlof 
" reckoned among Children, ^ex 
" dam- 
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^' damnato coitu ndfcuntur , inter liberos 
" non compHtantur. I Inft. fol. 103 
^ That is true as to Legal Inherit 
^^ tances, but not as to an Inceftuous 
"Marriage. 

g. ^* but the mainObjedion is from 
** ?ierfon% Cafe, i Infi. foL 235. who 
" married the Daughter of the Sifter 
" of his firft Wife, for which he was 
"queftion'd in the Spiritual Court; 
** and it was refolved by the Court d 
^ Common 'Pleas that the Marriage 
^ could not be impeached, for that the 
** fame was declared by the faid Aft of 
^* Parliament to be good, in as much 
** as it was not within the Levitical 
" Degrees. 

" In anfwer to this, (i.) This waJ 
** not the fame Cafe, for it was not 
his own Sifter's Daughter, but hif 
Wife's Sifter 5 but here it is upon 
the account of Confanguinity and 
*^ not Affinity. (2.) There was a Con- 
** fultation granted after the Prohibi 
** tion, as Va^ghan ftiews in two places^ 
** fiL 248, 322. The fame in Manm% 
** Cafe, Cr. EL 228. In Remmington\ 
" Cafe of the fame nature, Robert owol j, 
" that there was caufe for a Divorce, 
"^ fol. 181. In William do Chad9»afth% 

•*Cafc 
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*' Cafe in Cdhe, i. Injii fol. 235. iheid 
** was a Divorce frorti the Mother, be- 
*^ caufe he had firft cBhiiWf knowd 
•* the Daughter which is allowecl bjr 
** C^e, and fbews, that Inceft is not' 
•* grounded meerly oil Maf riage, and 
**he there mentions Confanguinity 
** as a fufflcient ground fot a Divorce 
** a Vinculo MAtrim&niu 

2. '' As to the 2d l^oitit fKe Artf^ 
•• cles are drawn upbn the Table of 

Marriages and the Cation gg:^ but 
** thefe being grounded ujion the Sta- 
** tute 25 H. 8. r. 19. I fuppofe no/ 
•* Prdhibitidrt will lye agaidft Lfegal 
** Proceedings* 

?• *' Yot the ^d. we .haVe the De-^ 
** pofition upon Oath of the Mini- 
** fter who was to have married them, 
•* who is a grave and fober Man, that 
^ before the Marriage he told them of* 
** the Inceft, and therefore refufed to 
•• mirry them ; but they were married 
** by ariother who knew nothing of 
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Befldes the Conftant attendance arid 
'care of his own particular Cotirt, and 
doing all the good to, and for others^ 
Chat be was capable of cfiR^ding hjit^ 
which lie apparently attainediil many 
1 in- 



laftapces. Bdideslhis, where; be Taw 
there wcre^Irregolariries aij^i Abufes, 
t^j^lixcquld; fSGt be reached that, way, 
bis GoQcipefs yras fo unwearied and 
extended, that it foon confidlered other 
Methods, and took all proper Courfes 
for remedying thefe too*. 
. iThc Concern be had, the Service 
he always fhew'd for the Church and 
Poor, when injpif d in their juft Rights, 
Poileilions and Supports, made, him 
with Compaffion, take them in as Ob- 
JQ&s worthy his Care : And being on 
fome OccaHons too fenfible, that ma- 
ny pious Gifts deiigned for the Main- 
tenance of the Church, Schools, and 
^ . other Publick Charities, were in fome 

places funJc^ in others diverted quite 
contrary to the Intents and llfes of 
the Donors, made him obtain a Com- 
mifljon of Charitable Ufes out of the 
Chancery 5 in the Execution of which 
be exerted himfelf with a commenda* 
hie Zeal, and to a condderable E^- 
jJence. But the Delays were too ma- 
i ny, and Oppofition too great, to get 
"'^ ^ / a^l the Buiinefs of it examined, ad- 

jured, anddifpatched withinthe com** 
pai^iof Time the CommiiEon requi- 
red*. To fupply that therefpre he 
r ioon 
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toon bbtaiQ'd anbther, though agairi 
often interrupted by the Delays, Dei- 
figns and Power of thofe who as Pof- 
feflbrs or Invaders of thofe Dodatfon^, 
were engaged to raife all kinji of Diffi- 
culties, yet he got through them alf^ 
made many Difcoveries, and a cofifide^ 
rable Progrefs therein 5 and had fet- 
tled thofe Matters fo nJuch to the 
Publick lotereft and Honour of the 
Country, that the Commiflioners rea- 
dily Joyned in making a Decree pur- 
fuant thereto. But this, with the re^ 
turn of the Comiiiiffioil to London ^ 
Was fald to be loft, yet probably tiof 
fo loft, but that if he had liv'd a 
little lodger after it, 'tis Hot unlikely 
it would have been fuddeiily reco* 
Vered. 

However though it had not all it* . 
iritended eflFed, yet he faw fever al good 
tt\x\t% of his Pains, fonfe Charities 
better regulated and difpofed, other* 
#etriev*d and new fettled, but muclf 
Wore of this kind had been dorte coufdl .. 
he have feen it happily conlpleated; * 
At the opening eadi of thefe Com* 
miffions, he made a Speech in the 
T^n-lidU^ explaining the Nature and 
Hefigq of them ( befides two or thidi > 
! 1 . fTF ^ 



131 The Life of Dr. Scillingflcet, 

inddeiltal ones ) which it's to be ho-, 
ped, with fotne Mifcellanies of Letters, 
Speeches, &c. may fometime or other 
fee the Light, though at prefent not 
thought proper, whether becaufe they 
raight not feem correft enough for fo 
great a Man, or becaufe they relate 
to fome particular Perfons and Things, 
which bad better not be made fo pub- 
lick. But tbofe Confiderations, I muft 
again hope, may atlaft be out-weigh*d 
by the Service they will do to the Pu- 
blick. 

There is one thing ftill behind, ve- 
ry fit to be mentioned, in which he 
was not wanting to fhew his Concern 
and Care, and that was the fettling 
Sir Thomoj Cooke\ Bar. ( of Bentley in 
Worcefierfhire ) his noble Benefeftion 
of I coco/, on GloHcefter-Hall inOjc- 
ford. For he thought 'twas not only 
a Benefaftion to his County, but would 
be to Learning it felf 5 by the Founda- 
tion's obferving that Body of Statutes 
which were fo well calculated for that 
*' purpofe, and which he and other 
great Men had perufed. This in all 
probability had been fo fettled bad the 
Biflhop lived fome Months more, or 
Sir Thomas furviv'd him a little long6*. 

But 
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But however as he declared this to be^ 
his fix*d Intention (as I am informed) 
may ftill appear by fcveral Letters un- 
der his own Hand to the Bilhop on 
that Subjeft: And therefore it may 
reafonably be hop*d, that his Heir 
will fee abundant caufe to fettle it on 
the fame Place, and in the (ame Man- 
ner. 

So did this great Prelate liigbly 
grace and adorn every Station he wai 
plac'd in, not only till he afcended 
to, but likewife when feated on the 
Epifcopal Throne, and in the Houfe 
of Peers 5 in no'Timeor Pladd was he 
idle, ortriflingly employed iQ?fuch in- 
figntficant Studies as differ little from 
Idfenefi, fuch as may divert the 
Thpughts, iiand fill the Mind with 
nfelefs Speciftations and impertinenc 
Niceties, andfurnifli Perfons with 
Matter for ^Dftfcourfe and'Difpute, 
but do not ra'arice them either wilcr or 
better as to any of the. great Pur* 
pofes of Living;' He was always con-^ 
jirerfant in the mbft weighty and fub* 
ftahtial Parts of Learning, fuch as be* 
dame a mofl; Judidious Scholar, and a 
Reverend Father of theChurcti. What* 
(fver he did preach upon difficult Points 
I ^ of 
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of Religiob, it was ever in a nran* 

ner (ingolarly inftru^veand afifeding,, 

His Pokmical Difcodrfes were qaick, 

serv!C»]S,-and convibcing. His Hifto« 

rical Tra69 were a:mo(l jadicious Cri- 

tick apbn our o(ber Hi^iorians, dete* 

ding thei« Errors, where they wen 

not teaoocileabie, and. giving ai Rev 

concilement of them, where there 

j|»!el^: iny -Grounds to "found it on; 

^Vbat he wrote touching any Points q^ 

iawv^^ ; bad not ^ onjy that force of Ar> 

gtiment ib it, but the Multiplicity alfq 

of Hrecfideots to fupport What bti^B- 

^aodtd^ Ib^t the abieS Lawyer mighi: i» 

inftV^ Hirprifi^ to fee hftmfelf equalled 

jj>ijis-.<wiii-F4cnlt3ri •..•: : ,'r-:f) 

- In zfhoih^ view himr in' . every Kiif 

pf Leiniiiig he at ady .tiipe engagB 

In, and(.yQu will iindfafim a< jpBf&& 

A Ma{^;iOf it, as if ihbtihad been bll 

poiy^KOify^ Sach)(wte.Ithe E^eot of 

bis Knowledge, fdcb;4he Vigourrof 

his iSttacai: Abilities;: ffuofa his dailjr 

Appliqa^ton towards rtiCiiieil Iinprdv«|> 

fUenttW his .UnderflnraHogH and fucli 

the -wotoderful Succdstof ;fai» Ehdea? 

yours aftevM. Hjr ilnduflry ran paral^ 

lel to hiiJarge Gapicity ^ and both bf 

jthem werer.fuch as rNgh{ JcferivedJy 

"* " " ■ ' '-L *' ' ■ ' ■ cbal' 
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challenge thft higbeft' ' Aikbiratioo of 
all thit paf take 6f the FrufKi^of tfeem; 
His vaft Stock of Learhiog 4)eg8Q to 
difplay k'ftlf very ^rlyj'^ttd h6'wa« 
always after' treafuritfg'tirp^ sew MalM^ 
in drd^i* to- Whatever Undertaking hi 
might be, called to. _ :.--' 

• He Kad a ttoble tSbitatf^ ^-colieded at 
a yaft Expence of TM^i^'J^aikis and 
Money, a(9 every one imy llfure tiirp* 
feilf, thb))g6 be have m other kno#^ 
\tA%t t^ it; - than tirfaatiaff>eai« in tb6 
Writings <X Its Owner 5- itid' that ft 
*ras tfaou|[Ift "ivortHjr #6 be ti^aflfpofi 
ted to^andthet iOngdotb, 'Ity'vim 
^^ Jtid^ of it,' the'MoOi^iRevef^a 
FMhetin^od, Ngr^jfm %Jkd[ht6l^ 
\k^T^'^ Armggh^ addl^rlfditeof/h^ 
Uikd 5 whdTibr the PribdtloWof Leaii 
hitlg trndPB^Ogion in tbtit KihgdotD, 
to hfs d<»i*#''fn!imortal fldnbor, Ms 
c^ea^d'affiAdfofne Fabridftbf ebeSi^ 
and placid sftjem in it; ;^ii I^bTiiil 
Library in'B«&^Vr, where It #fll remam 
a iafting'MAimiment cf ' this great Bii 
ftKJjfs f ftfdufifr'y ajjd Jodgnietrt in collc^ 
ftirtglt.^ajWai'asoftihe Ldhi Primate'^ 
nidft etiii^ritf '^ttntf M ' Cknerofi^jp 
in fe iobotnparabief a Behelaftion, 

1 4 Be. 
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Beddes which there were a confiv 
dci^able Nomber of valuable MSS. re- 
lating chieHy to our own Nation and 
jConftitation, and which now make 
^ part of the great Colledion of the 
late ^cre^ary of. State, jiokert Harleji, 
Efqs. 

And fai8^Lord(hip had fo throughly 
jdlgefted his Books, and was fo perfer 
dly Mafter of what was contained in 
them, that himfelf was thereby plen- 
tifully furniflied with all for^sof Lear-^ 
fijng, . which, he. had in the greateft 
r^dipefs upoii ajl occafions. Such a 
Colledion, fp^ii^irely made,- (hewed 
bpth hiss'pnwearied IDiligence in coUer 
i^og it^ #qd his adipirabte Skill in what 
he* had n/^kQ^^ ; But tl^ UTe of i( 
was wha(<h.(9 all raiong aiined at. To 
w|3a( ifpvei^ account his Ajpqpaintance 
with,the&rHpperoas Volmmes turned^ 
Ifpay appe:9l:to all theLearoied Worlds 
aqd efpejciaUy to bis Advi^rfaries of all 
jrpr^s, who fq conftantiy- felt the irre- 
Hftible fojFceiO^his Argiiments. Fof> 
we are many:, ways alfur'd,, bis dailyj 
Conyerfe with bi^ owp <^aoR. exceUeot 
$tudy, cjic choice^ per^hsap^pif jny pri- 
vate Perfon'sof bisTitpe^.rjbaddeferr 
yedly r^ifed him to the higheft pitch 

- •"■' • :• ' ' • Pi" 
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of Reyerence and Veneration from all 
that were not perfed Strangers either 
to himfelf, or bis many Learned Worb. 
Some little Account whereof I have 
here. attempted, and as imperfed as 
it is, any one may eafily obferveiirom 
it, how high an Eftimate they )aftly 
deferve to have put upon them. 

They might (eem indeed a conSde^ 

rable LitHrary of themfelves, fuch.asji 

of fingular Worth, for the Excellency 

of the . Compofition, < their Strength 

andClearnefs of Arguments, and a 

great ; variety of the moft important 

Subjedb handled 1? them. There v ■ 

a lai^e Colle£kien of inflradive and 

I perfuaGve Sermons^ fet off with all.the 

Ornaments of Divinp Rbetorick .$ ^ 

vers admirable Delences of the Chfi>' 

(tian Religion, particularly as taught 

and pradifed amongft our fetvesi) ». 

gainft feveral different forts of Adve»> 

[ faries, JD«/?/, Sochii«»Sy Papifif, Dif- 

fentersy^c enough to convince them 

; gU of their r^pe<aive Errors and Hp- 

\ refies, and to ftop their Infidelity and 

\ Prophanenefs, would they butferiou^ 

r Oy apply themfelves to the impartial 

( perufal of them: Hiftorical Relationi 

I 9Qd ftjefljar^ very accurate v4 QOBH 

i pleat 



1 1 g The Life of Vr^ SdllingffcCt, 

Itteat In their kihd- ' ^tefiatticat Cafes 
fttfl of great Reading, acute Obfetva- 
JJbns; and con<Ia6ve Inferences^ depth 
«£ Thought, and ftrengthof JadgnK^nt; 
«id ibme Treatttes relating to bar 
fiOMlmon and S^tute; as well as Civil 
liid Canon LaW^ giving light to divefS 
weighty and iiyHcati Points' in each c^ 
•diefe. Others hat« written exicellefit- 
%ieif(nell uponfoiddobe ortnoreo^ttiere 
fiedd's, mt he <Hd It Co admirabi j on 
dl!t*y dn& of tbAtit that ilo bne pe^ 
iia))»iia8 eveir ooiddta^, or is<llketo 
mpuX bim. But that we tnay<^ little 
»ore dilate Upon bis iCfiarader^' As to 
irisPierfon, 
ontHe was tall-, ' gratefal and well^pro* 
fbrtioh^d; bis OdUntbnance €<Mnielf, 
Iralh' Mid awfcrl, m his Coa<rei<r2Aii6n 
tdieerful ttnd<li(cf^lob]igin)^ afJd<v«rjr 
InftrCiftfve, and always kept an Efte^tn 
mi ^eipea to all virho coitVerObd i«»9t& 
1^. .' His Appreheniion was quick 
mdifaga^ious,' bis Judgment exatl'>attd 
pidSmnA^ bisMemoryverytenlidouss 
nOfMan foonerdifcerning the Strength 
Off^aCaufe, ordeter^ni<iingtrtf*-» to 
iteMerits of it : Nor was ~his infigfat 
itM^'PerTons lefs qukk artdfutt^ ^ 
ftftA^ ipef>ceiTing their Capacl0f6» ind 
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Abilities, as well a$ their Defllgns and 
Idta-efts. By thefe fii^ular Tatenes; 
as be prefendy made bimfetf -^ t^after 
of whatever he apply'd hmfMto, (o 
he (hew\l it was his conOiant atid in* 
defatigable endeavour, to tmkt that 
vaft Knowledge and Experieneci^^fie bad ^ 
icquir'd, tbe^moft beneHkiat'l^ (be 
Publick Interd); both of Cbnrcb aiid 
State, fn wbich he was fo fiiect^fsfal; 
that it has left him a Name liigbly ve« 
BchdsleamongiliHtbore who rd|ardthe 
wel&reo|v«)tir excellent C&awtutida, 
ind wifli the ;Advane6meDr<$^ Sound 
Leirhnj^ and' Trfle- ReliricMa under fr^ 
> This was^juftlv- bis dot', and to bis 
firtther Honoar/it"«dll be i^eqalfite to 
vidw him a;littlt^ «iore pirtijlttilbHy in 
tho£e things ^hertin he w^' -allbw'd 
.to be eminent; . - '■'■'': 

. By what Tve fo often^^had OGca$« 
fmto noenriotH' it appears bto#gr<S^ 
N was in hisiWtr^ngs, heitl(a' did 
be make ald's^etf^ iti V^aHUi^^ 
thofe variouiB]p43€wonstbst-life<)uen(w 
ly required it from him j notbiily tbtf 
Matter, but b!s l^dnb^r comn^fidra Atr 
jcentioii fromr- 1^ Hearer. < AA Energy 
there was in the Senfe » Smirinee 
the Reafon* and, an Endtgy \n tbo 
^ -. V ' ' " De- 
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Delivery too, to move the AfiFedions 

of Men^ there was Authority, Life 

and Gracefulnels in it. In fo decent, 

and witfaall prevailing a. manner, did 

hecarry himfelf intfaeHoufe of Lords, 

in Courts of Delegates,, and in his own 

CpnfiftQi<y, and in Cpromiffions for 

Charitable Ufes^ dnd< thereby gained 

himfelf ^.general m\ Efteem and (ud 

cefs in Bu^nefs, ■ that all. admir'd, and 

yet (carceiany could &vtj him for it. . 

Whaj^^iiebad thusiaCqutr-d, he main«i 

tained throQghouti :vand tfaough great 

and em^nt, was always confbht and 

equal to ;hknfelf, aod did joot difcharge 

his part;>ijth lefs Ctedlt^rin matters of 

Private,;: than Publick.Bunnefs. He 

was intraded then, with Afiairsi of Se« 

crecy jnd. Importance; vand thofe he 

managed with fuch Faithfulnefs- and 

Skill, >d$r<o procur4 the Efteem snd 

Thanks of fuch whot committed theoi' 

to hii^ (?Qn4ua. Nature! fruly did d^i 

fign him for many Irinds. of BuHnefs^ 

which) lip -ever; difcharg'dwitb gftat 

dexterit^.'i ■< ^" : :.■;■ ^Z' i ;. 

. He bA^made it hiisijCatcitoacquaiAt 

bim(^ ity/rh the NatDre- and Extent 

of eyeijy ^tatipn he went through; 

j^pdtQundefjR^nd the Grounds it ftood 

up. 
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upon, and all the feveral Dades and 
Powers appendant to it, whether dc- * 

ducible from the firft"^erd(eandO 
rigin of it, or its Progrefs and Efta- 
bliflbmentin fucceeding times ^ or what- 
ever he was engaged in, let it be ne'er 
fo diftant from his proper Imploy- 
ments, or different from his ufoal 
Studies, he would throughly and could 
quickly underftand it. And by his 
Forefight and Vigilance in every Cafe, 
generally preventing or overcoming 
all the incidental Difficulties, he would 
then purfue it, with fuch Care and 
Judgment, fuch Induftry and Expedi- 
tion, as has been to the Admiration 
of all thofe foncerned in it. 

From hence his Fame grew fo great 
and univerfal, that he was confulted 
on many and very different Subjeds 
and Occafions. Some great Men that 
are gone, and fome now alive, h^ve 
frequently deiired his Opinion in Cafes 
of Confequence and of Difficulty ( is 
may be feen by feveral of their remain* 
ing Letters) and he in return deli- 
vered it, (as appears by thofe Anfwers 
which he preferved) with great ftrengtb 
of Argument and freedom of Judgment. 
Thus the World was in many things 

more « 
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liiore oblig'd ta him than was con!-' 
* monly.KDOwn, but tbofe'Who<ieGr'd 

his Advice, fail'd not to exprefs theif 
Satisfadion in, and Thanks for it. In 
Cafes' of Ecdefiaftical Jurifdfftion and 
CognifaAce, in Points of Civil and 
Canon-Law, in matters of Hiftory and 
Fads relaiting to our Conftitution, id 
Debates of the darkeft Antiquity of 
deepeft Conn-oyerHet in things of a 
Moral and CafniCUcal Nature, in ufe- 
fiil iDefigns for Pnblick Good, and 
Private Benefadiont to Pofterity, he 
had beep often confulted with, and 
appeal'dto. .; i , 

The known Strength and Impar- 
tiality of his Judgment, and the Depth 
and Extenfivenefs of his Learnings 
gave himtiiele new occafionsof (hew- 
ing and uGng them, and the Satisfa-^ 
6;ion and Benefit others received by 
it, afterwards repeated and increafed 
them, fometimes to his Interruption 
in other Studies and Defigns^ But 
though, he was not fond of the Trou* 
ble, yet would he not refufe ic„ 
was very glad he could be fo fer** 
ticeaUe to the Publicly and ufefof 
to bit Friends.- 

thuf 
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Thus he (hewed himfelf, wl^thqr 
eipploy'd in Publick Budnefs, or on ^ 

Particular OccaftonS) cpnful ted by his 
FrieDds, and for the difcharge of his 
own Peculiar Province, all that know 
him muft own, he underftood, and 
attended it in every part : As a true 
Father pf our Church, in his Ordid»- 
tions,. In ftitutions. Confirmations and 
Vifitaitions 5 as a LcHrd Spiritual in Par^ 
liamentin attending (as much as ever 
Health would permit) the Bufinefs ci 
that Houfe, in promoting the Welfate 
and Security of our Church and Gd- . 
vernment in all his Aims, Speeches and 
Votes there: as an Ecclefiaftical Judge 
in the good Orders of the Court, in 
the Amendment of Defers and Cotr 
redion of Abufes and Offences, in the 
difpatch of Bufinefs, and the juftice'<^ 
bis Sentences. 

He received feveral Threats, and 
more than once had notice of fuch 
Barbarous Defigns againfl: him, as 
would baveaw'd a Man of an ordinary 
Spirit, or made one of lefs concern for 
his Duty, to havedefifted from th« 
further, difcharge of it :, in the Con* * 
troverfies v«[ith the Papifts, I meaO^ 
and chiefly in the tioje of the Por 



9 44 T^ ^/^ ^f^^* Stillingfleet, 

pi(h-Plot. But he did not difcontinue 
nor flacken his Endeavours for this ^ 
no ! he prefs*d them clofer, expos'd 
their Pretences in ftill further Inftances 
of great Learning and Judgment. At 
length he purfued them, till fome came 
fo near downright Impudence, asfcur^ 
rility of Language, and denial of plaid 
fad; others to filence, or what is 
worfe, little Cavils and fecret Mifrcprc- 
fentations. Nay, fome went fo far, 
as either to deny that there were fuch 
Authors , or fuch Words in thofc 
Authors, which he had quoted. Up* 
on notice of this he went to Cburt, 
and before the greateft Perfons there, 
produced thofe Books and the very 
Paffages in them, which were chal-^ 
lenged, fomewhat to the Confufion, 
though not perhaps to the Convifti-^ 
on of fuch, who make no fcruple of 
arguing againfl: the plain Evidence of 
their own Senfes. 

In fine, he was a Man of inlarged 
Capacities, and great Natural Abilities, 
of mighty Acquirements and con(hint 
Improvements 5 a greater thing need 
* not be faid of each of them, thart 
that they were truly aiifwerable one to 
another. Confider him then int all 

tbeic 
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thefe Paf ts^t and 'twill produce ibis |uff 
Reflexion, that he knew fe very thing 
that was 'deceffary, or of ufe in his 
ProfefHon and Station, add what he' 
did know, 'twas jQftly and eXadly. 
He was not to be contented with i 
Superficial Knowledge; for in DiflBcuIe 
CSfes he had too great a love- of the 
Truth to be veafily fatisfiedj bat the 
great reachoof his Underftanding madef 
him foon Matter of Things. He W^f 
not for heaping up a vatt Mafs o£ 
Learning, and then lying buried, asftf 
were, id the midtt of k^:..fiut as he bad 
i, vatt drfireof Knowledgoj ' To hoy^i 
not at ther pains of getting it, morift 
for bis Private Satisfafliod, than th<? 
Publidc Good. Nor was he fo loaded 
and incumbjed with Learning ( thef 
cafe of fbme eminent Men ) as to be 
better able to tell what others have 
faid, thad what was the propereft to 
the Point, to abound fo much with! 
other Peoples Judgment and ver^ ^ 
Words, as to lofe and confound their' 
own. He was not all Quotations and 
Authorities, but as he well knew 
what others bad faid before him, ftf 
(only as was neceflary) did he ftateV 
eonfirm or refute their Opinions wit^ 
K pro-* 
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proper R-emtrkson than, (HU advan- 
oog in the Poitit» and itnproring tht 
Reader. Of. fo great a Stock and 
Viffiety Df Kooji^ledge too, never had 
Man more of whac wa» ofefid and ta 
his pur poG^ or . readier and more at 
QfrntOMOd ^ than he altrty* (bs wed 
Wi$ was. ■-•.<•.' ■ ) ' . 
•. Saeb .W38 ilie Accivacy of his Tafte 
and JudgEQcai; the Coatpaft of his 
Knowledge and Experience; aodfuch 
%h Care and InduCny toi employ them 
tf> the beft Services, that it made a 
Yery ^onfiderabk Pnrfoov and one of 
^is great Friends fajr, 'tmanui thmfimd 
fffitf fo ejetrawdimarf a tMlv 4s he^ 
jbmld tvtr he idtek p9nt m4 thinking, 
no donltf, he oonld hardff wffttlagrsa^ 
ter Benefit to die Publidc; i than that 
he Ihould laffc as long as that did. 

This was peculiaarly eminent and 
diftinguiflung in his Ch*rader^ that 
no one more ha)>pily Joined the Man 
ofiearniogand Bafinefs tc^ctfaer. Who 
better (hewed that .they were not in« 
QonfiAent, but improved by each o- 
ther's Company > . Wfaoi attained both 
of tbem to a ' gieatter Compafs and 
Readinefs,! or diicded them to a better 
A.dlrantage:> To.bd fo deeply and iini- 
A ver- 
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verially Letfnedv chst all Scholars wbo 
con veifed with him, or bis Writings, 
admired him forV, ■■■ thought it was 
Hi$oni)r» and a gr^t Talent^ to be - 
fo well turned to, and sktlfd in Go' 
vernnaent and Bufineft, as to make 
Men always ofed to the management of 
them, think that mufl: be bis onl^ 
Province $ was a rare and valoaUe lo^ 
fiance of tbe ExteniivenefsandAi^li- 
cation of bis GenioSi. 

After thefe, it jonght not to befotw 
gotten, bow vety agreetUe and ple»> 
^ot be coidd be, wbctr he faw fk ib 
Gcmyerfation, how true a Jkidge and 
Obfenrer of Deoomm, how exad in 
his Behaviotnr and proper in Addreft. 
Thefe may be thonghlilittle things in 
him, that had fo much greater 9 but 
yet I think they appear much the bet* 
ter and more extraordinary for that, 
and indeed generally ferve to recom- 
mend thofe greater things to tbe 
World, and frequently make them 
more ufefiil and fuccefsfal. 

He was of a ftrong healthy Confti- 
tution, and in probability might have 
much longer enjoy'd it, had he not 
impaired it by conftant hard 3tQdy, 
which at length brought the Goat 
R 3 upon 
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upon him^ the ccmmon Difeafe of a 
ftudious fedentary courfe of Life, and 
after above twenty Years ftroggle, fix;- 
ing in his Stomach, proved ^tal. In 
this lafl: Sicknefs he endured long and 
intenfe Pains with great Patience and 
Refignation^ and fome few Days be- 
fore his ^d, defired to receive the 
Sabramen^ which was adminiftred to 
him by his worthy Chaplain, the 
Reverend Dr. Goodwyn^ now Arch- 
deacon of O^f&rd^ and then he decla- 
red, thathedied, asheconftantlyhad 
lived, in Commanion with the Church 
of Enghpfd^ that be bad (incerely 
endeavoured to perform his Duty, and 
to difcharge thofe Trufts he had recei- 
.xred, and he^thanked God for the 
Satisfadion of it now, fomuch above 
what any thing elfe could adminifter 
to him. Thus dying with a quiet and 
ferene Mind, he did humbly refign his 
Soul to God that gave it, which there 
is |uft reafon to truft was received into 
aftate of a moft happy and joyful Eter- 
nity. 

Then he entered on his great Re- 
ward, but left the Learned World de- 
ftifute of obeof itsgreateft OmamentSi 
|the phbrcb of a moft vigilant and 

exce|r 
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excellent Prelate^ bis Friends of a wife 
and faithful Coanfellor, and his Chil- 
dren of a tender and careful Father ^ 
who by his prudent Advice and excel- 
lent Example, confliantly made it his 
Bafinefs tp promote their Welf»e and 
Happinefs. 

He died at his Houfe in Park'Street^ 
Weftmnfler^ the 37th. Day oi' March, 
1699, and fircMD thence his Corps was 
carried to Worcefiar, and decenuy in- 
terred among bis Predeceflors behind 
the Choir in that Cathedrd, in the 
fame Grave where bis late dear Confort 
was laid about two Years befcffe. Near 
which, bis Son, the Reverend Mr. 
^^«7/i»^ee/ Canon of that Cirarch, and 
Executor of bis lad: Will, has ereded 
an Elegant Monument; whereon is the 
following Infcription, written by the » 
Learned Dr. Battley his former Qiap- 
Jain. 



as.E, 



H. S. E. 

Edvardm Stillingfleet, S,T.P. 

Ex DecMo EccUfis Pautins V.fifcafm 
Vigornienfis. 

Jam tihi^ qaiamfift h^c Ugk^ 

Jpfe per fif ntHiUi .• 

Dm9^ ReUf MarUdibm interfkit^ 

Et SknSktte Mmim^ & Oris StdtHr4Bqs 

Et canfummMtd .Eruditumk Lande 

Umdiq*^ venerMdm. 

Cm in HmMmcrih$f> LiUris Critici^ in 

Divinis Thetdogi^ 
In EMConditA IbftarU Jnti^nariij in 

' . Scientiis Vlnlofaphi^ 

^Jm lAgum Jkritia jHrif^^nfulti^ in Civili 

Prudentia Politici^ 

In Eloquentia TJniverfi^ 

Fafces ultra fubmiferunt. 

Majw unm in his Omnibui^ quamalii 

in Singulis. 
Z)t Bibliotbecam fuam^ cui far em Orbk 
vix habuit^ 
Jntra PeSus omnk HoUrine capax 
Gefidffe integrum vifus fit 5 



SljiA tamen ^ullos Libras naverat meliores^ 

Stj^am quos ipfi multos fcrtpjit ediditque 

Ecclep^ Anglicans Definfor femptr 

InviSus. 

NdiHf tjt Cranbornfe w ^^^ 
Dorfeftenfi, 
XVII Aprilis M DC XXXV, Patre Sa- 
muel e Qenerofi. 
In Matrimomo habmt AndreamGalielmi 
Dobbyns Gen. Filiam^ 
Atque Ea defknSa^ 
Elizabetham Nicolai Pedley Eauitk : 
Fosminas^ quod unum dixiffefatis efi^ 
Tanta Marito digni^mas. 
Obiit Wefimonafierii XXVII Martti 

M DC LXXXXIX. 

Vixit Annas LXUI, Menfa nndecim. 

Tres Liberal reliquit fibi /kperfiites^ 

Ex Priare Canju^ia Edvardum, ex &- 

cunda Jacobum €^ Annam : 

Sl»arum Jacobus Callegii hujus Cdthe'- 

dralif Cananicmf 

Patri Optima Benemerenti 

Monumentum hac pani curavit. 

F I N I S. 
ERRATA. 

)Agc 8. 1. 24« read P^fory. p. 9* 1. 18. r, //«-. 
p. 62. 1. 26 . for in It r. it in. 



